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Third Sunday of Advent —  December 13, 2020 

 

Prelude: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” - Lee Dengler 
 
Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 

     who comes to wake us from sleep and leads us along the path of grace.  Amen. 
 

L:  Let us prepare the way of the LORD by confessing our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L: God of morning sun and evening stars, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared 

        for your merciful reign among us. 

     We ignore our neighbors in need 

          and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

     In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us 

       as we wait impatiently for the coming of a savior. 

         Fill our hearts with faith, that we like Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

     may rejoice in your good news. Amen. 
 

L: Comfort, comfort, now my people, says your God. 

  May you feel the love of the Creator who made you, 

   ☩ find renewed life in the Word who dwells among you, 

    and be filled with hope by the Holy Spirit within you. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #242 – “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn”  
 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door  

 and lives now inside us forever. 
 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  

 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near,  

 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul  

 and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll  

 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  

 when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free,  

 so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  

 the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong,  

 and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  

 though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  

 be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer  

 and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share  

 and bring us at last into glory.
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “You Are Holy” 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:    Let us pray. O God of joy, 

C:   Stir up our souls, that we may rejoice at the good news of your coming among us. Like Mary, 

 the mother of Jesus, give us joyful hearts in the promise of your redemption of this world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 



3 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 61.1-4                                                                                      - Linda Hamann        
 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

  because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

     

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.                                                 

   
Children’s Sermon 

 

“Light One Candle” - Verse 3 
 

3.   Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  

      let the light banish darkness. 

      Lift your heads and lift high the gateway     

      For the King of glory. 

 

Luke 1:46b-55 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                             -Mary Jane Haugen                           
 

L: 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

    47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

C: 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

   From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

L: 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

   and holy is your name. 

C: 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

   from generation to generation.  

L: 51You have shown strength with your arm 

   and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

C: 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

   and lifting up the lowly. 

L: 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

C: 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

   to remember the promise of mercy, 

L: 55the promise made to our forbears, 

   to Abraham and his children forever.  
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L: The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st chapter.    

C: Glory to you O Lord  
 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

       6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.”  

     22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?”  

     23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the 

prophet Isaiah said. 

  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon:  “Rejoice” – Pastor Joe

Hymn of the Day: ELW #251– “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”  

 

1    My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 

 I sing my Savior's praise! 

 You looked upon my lowliness, 

 and I am full of grace. 

 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age 

 this blessing shall proclaim— 

 great wonders you have done for me, 

 and holy is your name. 

 

2 To all who live in holy fear 

 your mercy ever flows. 

 With mighty arm you dash the proud, 

 their scheming hearts expose. 

 The ruthless you have cast aside, 

 the lowly throned instead; 

 the hungry filled with all good things, 

 the rich sent off unfed. 

 

3 To Israel, your servant blest, 

 your help is ever sure; 

 the promise to our parents made 

 their children will secure. 

 Sing glory to the Holy One, 

 give honor to the Word, 

 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, 

 one God, by all adored.

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,       

        C:  Hear our prayer.   

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #247 – “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

 
1 Come now, O Prince of peace,  

make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

 

2    Come now, O God of love,  

      make us one body. 

      Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

  

3 Come now and set us free,  

O God, our Savior. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

4 Come, Hope of unity,  

make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord! 

                   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: At Peace” - E. Granados                                

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
-  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                      
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
-  Linda Hamann, Lector   
-  Mary Jane Haugen, Psalm Leader                                                                 
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   

 
 

COPYRIGHTS: 

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” - Text: Geon-yong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope Text © Geonyong Lee. Reprinted with permission by 

OneLicense.net A-726218 

“My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” - Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with 

permission by OneLicense.net A-726218 

“Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn” - Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission by OneLicense.net A-726218 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 

“You Are Holy” – Text and Music: Per Harling, ©1990 Ton Vis Produktion, AB, admin by Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission of 

Augsburg/Fortress 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: We are not holding onsite worship at Temple Beth El Synagogue until our new 

camera system gets installed. Stream services continue on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Roger Beauchene 

(husband of Jodi), Kathy Johnson, Alpha Roeszler, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence 

Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn 

Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.      
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Schott family – Peter, Julia, Lara, Emma, and Tania; Phyllis and Jodi 
Schreiner.   Fargo Conference Prayer: Elim Lutheran Church, Fargo – Carol Strand, Pastor 
 
IN SYMPATHY:  
 

We give thanks for the life of Shirley Ann McCorquodale who passed away on Tuesday, November 30, 2020. 
We pray comfort for the family, especially her granddaughter, Ryu Kroshus. 
 

We also remember Joyce Bonawitz, long-time St. Mark’s member, who passed away on December 4, 2020, in 
Moorhead, MN. She was 91years old. We pray comfort for her daughters, Nancy (Larry) Erickson and Pam 
(Don) Blaeser and their families. A memorial service for Joyce will be held at a later date. 

 
ADVENT STUDY OFFERED: We continue today and Dec. 20 with the study “God With Us”, 
at 11:30am following fellowship hour on zoom.  The booklets are available at the office or use the 
email document sent with the bulletin. We also have “God With Us” Advent Calendars. Please 
call or email the church office, 701.235.5591 if you would like copies sent to you. 

 
EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION COMPLETED! This week, Tricorne Audio installed our new camera 
system for livestreaming worship! The next step will be to offer training to volunteers about how to operate 
the system during worship.  Please call the office or Pastor Joe if you are interested in the training – 
701.235.5591 or 612.750-5079. 

 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION: Query is a monthly book club for LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. Our 
next gathering will be via Zoom on Tuesday, December 15, 2020, from 5:30 -7:00 pm.  Our December 
selection is: “You Should See Me in a Crown” by Leah Johnson. 
 
LECTORS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE: We will need 5 or 6 readers willing to record the lessons. Call Naomi at the 
office to sign up. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: A service of “Lessons & Carols” will be 

livestreamed via Facebook on December 24, 2020, at 5 p.m.   

The recorded version will be available on St. Mark’s YouTube site,  

as well as our Facebook page. 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw

