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Fourth Sunday of Advent —  December 20, 2020 

 

Prelude: “Emmanuel Shall Come” - Dennis Eliot 

 
Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 

     who comes to wake us from sleep and leads us along the path of grace.  Amen. 

 

L:  Let us prepare the way of the LORD by confessing our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L: God of morning sun and evening stars, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared 

        for your merciful reign among us. 

     We ignore our neighbors in need 

          and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

     In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us 

       as we wait impatiently for the coming of a savior. 

         Fill our hearts with faith, that we like Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

     may rejoice in your good news. Amen. 
 

L: Comfort, comfort, now my people, says your God. 

  May you feel the love of the Creator who made you, 

   ☩ find renewed life in the Word who dwells among you, 

    and be filled with hope by the Holy Spirit within you. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #257 – “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” vs. 1, 2, 4, and 6 

 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way.  

Refrain 

 

4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

 your own from Satan's tyranny; 

 from depths of hell your people save, 

 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  

Refrain 

 

 

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  

Refrain 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “You Are Holy” 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Christ, and come. 

C:  With your abundant grace, free us from the things that constrict our compassion,  

 that we may openly bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live  

 and reign with the Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading: Romans 16:25-27 - Anna Burger 
 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and 

through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal 

God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 

forever! Amen. 

 

L: The word of the Lord    

C: Thanks be to God.                                                 

   
Children’s Sermon 

 

“Light One Candle” vs 4 

 

3.   Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  

      let the light banish darkness. 

      He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

      Let your lights be shining! 

 

Psalm 89.1-4, 19-26 (Lector begins, congregation responds)         - Becky Barry                                      

 
L: 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 

  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

C: 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 

  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

L: 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

C: 4‘I will establish your line forever, 

  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”   

L: 19You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: 

  “I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

C: 20I have found David my servant; 

  with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

L: 21My hand will hold him fast 

  and my arm will make him strong. 

C: 22No enemy shall deceive him, 

  nor shall the wicked bring him down. 

L: 23I will crush his foes before him 

  and strike down those who hate him. 

C: 24My faithfulness and steadfast love are with him, 

  and he shall be victorious through my name. 

L: 25I will set his hand on the sea, 

  and his right hand on the rivers. 

C: 26He will say to me, ‘You are my father, 

  my God, and the rock of my salvation.’  
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter.    

C: Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 1.26-38 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his 

words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 

be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 

with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 

  

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #295– “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” vs 1,2, and 4 

 

1 Of the Father's love begotten 

 ere the worlds began to be, 

 he is Alpha and Omega, 

 he the source, the ending he, 

 of the things that are, that have been, 

 and that future years shall see, 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

 when the virgin, full of grace, 

 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

 bore the Savior of our race, 

 and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

 first revealed his sacred face, 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

4    Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

 angel hosts, his praises sing; 

 pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

 and extol our God and King; 

 let no tongue on earth be silent, 

 ev'ry voice in concert ring 

 evermore and evermore.

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,       

        C:  Hear our prayer.   

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.    
 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home.    
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #263 – “Savior of the Nations Come” - Verses 1-4 
 

1 Savior of the nations, come; 

 virgin's son, make here your home. 

 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

 God has chosen such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
 but the mystic Breath of God, 
 was the Word of God made flesh, 
 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 

 from his throne, a virgin mild! 

 Very God, and Mary's son, 

 eager now his race to run! 

 

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds, 

 back to God his pathway leads; 

 out to vanquish death's command, 

 back to reign at God's right hand.

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord! 

                   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” - Linda McKechnie 

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
-  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                      
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
-  Anna Burger, Lector   
-  Becky Barry, Psalm Leader                                                                 
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite. Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg 

Fortress. Reprinted with permission by Augsburg/Fortress 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version. Text © 2006 Augsburg 

Fortress. Reprinted with permission by Augsburg Fortress 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” – Text: Wayne Wold, Text: ©1984 Fortress Press Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 

“You Are Holy” – Text and Music: Per Harling, ©1990 Ton Vis Produktion, AB, admin by Augsburg Fortress, Used by permission of 

Augsburg/Fortress 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: Our worship leaders will start livestreaming from Temple Beth El Synagogue on 

January 3, 2021, Epiphany Sunday. A date has not been set for in-person worship there to begin. Stream 

services continue on Sundays at 10 am via Facebook at: www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo.  
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson, 

Alpha Roeszler, Brad Graber, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen 

Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell 

Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Aurora Sobolik, Elna Solvang, Susan Stout-Parkos, David Twamley, 
and Melissa Varanai 
 
Fargo Conference Prayer: First Lutheran Church, Fargo – Chuck Olmstead, Laurie Neill, Marty and 
Stephanie Tollefson – Pastors 
 
IN SYMPATHY: We give thanks for the life of Ronnie Boone, 86, who died on December 10, 2020, on a 
farm by Estelline, SD. We pray comfort for his family, including his niece, Linda Hamann. 

       
ADVENT STUDY OFFERED: Thank you to Pastor Joe for leading our Advent study this month! 
Today is our last session of “God With Us.” You are welcome to join us at 11:30am following 
fellowship time on zoom.   

 
EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION COMPLETED! Tricorne Audio has installed our new camera system for 
livestreaming worship. The next step will be to have volunteers trained to operate the system during worship. 
Please call the office or Pastor Joe if you are interested in the training – 701.235.5591 or 612.750-5079. 

 
THANKS to all of you who participated in the purchase of gifts for the members of the HIV-AIDS support 
group “Positive Hearts.”   

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: A service of “Lessons & Carols” will be 

Livestreamed via Facebook on December 24, 2020, at 5 p.m.  The recorded version 

will be available on St. Mark’s YouTube site as well as our Facebook page. 

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens will preach and preside on Dec 27 and be on call for pastoral 
emergencies through Jan 1. She can be reached at 218.477.0703. 
 
NEWSLETTER articles for the January 2021 issue are due by Monday, Dec. 28.  

http://www.facebook.com/stmarkslutheranfargo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw

