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A Service of Lessons and Carols 
December 24, 2020 

 
Prelude: “So Tender and Mild” – Phillip Keveren 
 
Welcome – Pastor Joe 
 
Gathering Carol: ELW 269 – “Once in Royal David’s City” – Verses 1 & 2 
 

1 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ, her little child. 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, 
 lived on earth our Savior holy. 

A LITANY OF LIGHT 
 

Leader:  In the name of our God who dwells among us, Creator, Christ and + Holy Spirit.   
Congregation: Amen. 
 

L: In the beginning was the Word,  
C: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.                      
L: The people who lived in the land of deep darkness,  
C: On them, light has shined. 
L: The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
C: Was coming into the world. 
L: The light shines in the darkness, 
C: And the darkness has not overcome it. 
L: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
C: Full of grace and truth. 
L:  And we have seen the Word’s glory,  
C:  The glory of God’s only Child, full of grace and truth. 
 

                           The Christ candle is lighted on the Advent wreath. 
 

Carol:  ELW 272 – “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” – Verses 1 & 2 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
 from tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse's lineage coming 
 as seers of old have sung, 
 it came, a flow'r so bright, 
 amid the cold of winter, 
 when half-spent was the night. 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, 
 the rose I have in mind; 
 with Mary we behold it, 
 the virgin mother kind. 
 To show God's love aright, 
 she bore to us a Savior, 
 when half-spent was the night.
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First Lesson:  The Prince of Peace                                                     Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 – Linda Graf 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shined…. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
L:  The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
L:   Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  
C: Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus and in the last day  
  wake to the brightness of your glory;  through Jesus Christ, our newborn Savior,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Carol:  ELW 279 - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” – Verses 1 & 2 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 
 

Second Lesson: Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus                                  Luke 2:1-7 – Charlie Jordan 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to 
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
A Prayer for Peace, by Archbishop Desmond M. Tutu, South Africa 

L: O God, all holy one, you are our Mother and our Father, and we are your children.  
C:  Open our eyes and our hearts so that we may be able to discern your work in the universe.  
  And be able to see your features in every one of your children….  
L: Help us to know that you have created us for family,  
  for togetherness, for peace, for gentleness, for compassion, for caring, for sharing….  
C: Help us to beat our swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks,  
  so that we may be able to live in peace and harmony,  
L: Wiping away the tears from the eyes of those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  
C: And may we know war no more, as we strive to be what you want us to be:  
  your children. Amen. 

 
Carol:  ELW 277 - “Away in a Manger” - Verses 1 and 2  
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where 

he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2    The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
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Third Lesson:  The Angels Luke 2:8-14 – Amelia Gaddie 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
Prayer: “A Jewish Bedtime Prayer” - “B’shem Hashem” 
 

L:  In the name of God, the God of Israel. 
 May the angel Michael be at my right, and the angel Gabriel be at my left; 
 and in front of me the angel Uriel, and behind me the angel Raphael, 
 and above my head the Divine Presence. * 
C: Amen.  

 

*In Hebrew, each angel name has a special meaning: Michael means “God my protector”; Gabriel means “God’s 
strength”; Uriel is “the light of God”; and Raphael means “God who heals.” For Jews, “Shekinah” is the word 
for Divine Presence, referring to the immanence of God, as opposed to God as a distant or transcendent Being. 

 
Carol:  ELW 270 - “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” - Verses 1 & 2 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

      Refrain: 

2    Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

      Hark! The herald angels sing, 
      "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
Fourth Lesson:  The Shepherds                                                                              Luke 2:15-20 – Anna Burger  
 

When the angels had left… and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Prayer:  “An Indian Prayer for Christmas Day,” by Larry Kibby  

L:  Great Spirit Grandfather,
I send these words to you, 
To Father Sun, 
Grandmother Moon, 
To all of my relations, 
To Mother Earth, 
And to the Four Winds, 
The Sacred Seasons of Life. 
 

C:  Grandfather, 
Today you gave 
The breath of Life 
To an Indian Child, 
In a most Sacred Way. 
 

L: Grandfather, 
This Indian Child 
Will walk amongst his people, 
With his head held high, 
With dignity and pride, 
In a most Sacred Way…. 

C:  Grandfather, 
This Indian Child 
Will be strong 
With wisdom, knowledge 
And understanding, 
That will come from 
The heart, soul and mind, 
In a most Sacred Way…. 

 

L: Grandfather, 
Thank you for each breath of life 
That you have given to our New Born, 
For tomorrow, 
Another Indian Child 
Will be born the "Indian Way." 

 

 

  C:  Amen. 
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Carol:  ELW 296 - “What Child Is This?” – Verse 1 
 

1   What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
  Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
  haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Fifth Lesson:  The Magi      Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11 – Linda Hamann 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him”…. Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, 
they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
 

Children’s Sermon – Pastor Joe  
 
Carol:  ELW 296 - “What Child Is This?” – Verse 3 
 

3    So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary 

 

Instrumental Solo                        “Good King Wenceslas”    Amelia Gaddie 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Preface (to the tune of “Angels We Have Heard on High” – ELW 289) 
 

L:  May the good Lord be with you.  
 Lift your heart to God in praise. 
C: May the Lord be with you, too. 
     To the Lord, our hearts we raise. 
     Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 
L:   Therefore, with the church on earth   

  And the hosts of heaven above, 
C: Let us praise Christ’s name, whose birth  
     Brings to us eternal love. 
     Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 

 
The Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion Carol: ELW 282 - “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” – Verses 1 and 3 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 

 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 
 whose forms are bending low, 
 who toil along the climbing way 
 with painful steps and slow: 
 look now, for glad and golden hours 
 come swiftly on the wing; 
 oh, rest beside the weary road 
 and hear the angels sing! 

Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 
Candle Lighting:   You are invited to light a candle at home during the singing of “Silent Night.” 
 

Carol: ELW 281 – “Silent Night” – Accompanied by guitar  
 

      (The first time through is an introduction, so please listen silently.) 
 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 “sleep in heavenly peace” - repeat 
  

2    Silent night, holy night! 
      Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heavenly hosts sing, alleluia! 

“Jesus, Lord, at your birth” - repeat  
 

3     Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 “Jesus, Lord, at your birth” – repeat 
 
 
 
  

Christmas Blessing 
 
Sending Carol: ELW 267 - “Joy to the World” – Verses 1 & 2 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Dismissal 
L: Glory to God in the highest! 
C: And peace to God’s people on earth! 
L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  “Silent Night” – arrangement by Siri Froiland 
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LEADING AND SERVING WORSHIP TONIGHT: 
Pastor – Joe Larson 
Pianist – Alpha Roeszler 
Lectors – Linda Graf, Charlie Jordan, Amelia Gaddie, Anna Burger, and Linda Hamann 
Instrumentalists – Amelia Gaddie, trumpet; Lanny Faleide, guitar 
Media Coordination – Tammy Lanaghan 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY:  We are sad to share that Brad Graber passed away on Tuesday, December 22. 
Brad was a lifelong member of St. Mark's and met his wife Ruth Denton-Graber during a church musical in 
our old building. Brad was a font of knowledge about our congregation's history and members. He will be 
dearly missed by many in our community.  The family is holding a private funeral service at Boulger 
Funeral Home on Sunday, Dec. 27 at 2 pm, which will be livestreamed on http://boulgerfuneralhome.com/ 
Please keep Ruth and their children, Sarah and PJ, in your prayers. May God's perpetual light shine upon 
Brad, as he rests in God's loving arms. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: Our worship leaders will begin broadcasting live from Temple Beth El Synagogue on 
January 10, 2021. (A date has not been set for in-person worship to begin there.) Sunday services continue at 
10 am on Sundays, but will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel instead of Facebook. Here’s the link 
to the YouTube webpage:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 
 

Pastor Joe will be on vacation from Monday, Dec. 28 through Monday, Jan. 4. Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens 
will preach and preside on Jan. 3 and be on call for pastoral emergencies. She can be reached at 218.477.0703. 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you all! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 

 

Contact Us:   

Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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