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Christmas One —  December 27, 2020 

 

Prelude: O Come, All Ye Faithful - Faye Løpez 
 

Confession of Sin (read responsively) 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
     who was in the beginning, 
     who makes a dwelling among us, 
 who covers us with justice and mercy. 
C:  Amen. 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
C:  We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
 We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
 We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
 In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
 those we know and those known only to you, 
 for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

L:  Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
 God forgives us all our sins, 
 not through our own work, 

 but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
 With all who come to the manger, 
 rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #283 – “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 
2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “Holy, Holy, Holy” sing verse two times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

L:   Let us pray. Almighty God, 

C:  You wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your  

      mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son,  

      our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Galatians 4.4-7 - Mary Jane Haugen 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are 

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

 

L: The word of the Lord    

C: Thanks be to God.                                                 

 

Children’s Sermon   
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Psalm 148 (Lector begins, congregation responds)         - Elna Solvang                                      

 

L: 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 

   praise God in the heights. 

C: 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

   sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 

L: 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

   sing praise, all you shining stars. 

C: 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

   and you waters above the heavens. 

L: 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

   who commanded, and they were created, 

C: 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

   giving them a law that shall not pass away.  

L: 7Praise the LORDfrom the earth, 

   you sea monsters and all deeps; 

C: 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

   tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

L: 9mountains and all hills, 

   fruit trees and all cedars; 

C: 10wild beasts and all cattle, 

   creeping things and flying birds; 

L: 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

   princes and all rulers of the world; 

C: 12young men and maidens, 

   old and young together.  

L: 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

   whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

C: 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

   the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 2.22-40 
 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 

be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 

Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 

forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 

came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 

the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

                     (continued on page 4) 
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 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 

be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.” 

  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came,  

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 

town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

  

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon  - Pastor Joe

Hymn of the Day: ELW #294 – “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
 

1 In the bleak midwinter, 

 frosty wind made moan, 

 earth stood hard as iron, 

 water like a stone; 

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

 snow on snow, 

 in the bleak midwinter, 

 long ago. 

 

2 Heaven cannot hold him, 

 nor earth sustain; 

 heav'n and earth shall flee away 

 when he comes to reign; 

 in the bleak midwinter 

 a stable place sufficed 

 the Lord God almighty, 

 Jesus Christ. 

 

3 What can I give him, 

 poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd 

 I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a wise man 

 I would do my part; 

 yet what I can I give him— 

 give my heart. 

 
Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,       

        C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.      

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.           

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C: It is right to give our thanks and prayer. 

 

Words of Institution 
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The Lord’s Prayer:   
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 

Communion Hymn: ELW # 292    - “Love Has Come”  
 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

 2   Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 

      Love is God now asleep in the hay.     

      See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 

 

      what is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 

3    Love has come and never will leave us!  

      Love is life everlasting and free. 

      Love is Jesus within and among us. 

      Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

      Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 

      Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

                   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: Fantasy on IN DULCI, JUBILO - Hugh S. Livingston, Jr 
 

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
-  Joe Larson, Pastor                                                      

-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

-  Mary Jane Haugen, Lector   

-  Elna Solvang, Psalm Leader                                                                 

-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
   

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Love Has Come” - Text: Ken Bible; Text © 1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission under OneLicense.net  A-726218 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 

individuals. 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY:  We are sad to share that Brad Graber passed away on Tuesday, December 22. 

Brad was a lifelong member of St. Mark's and met his wife Ruth Denton-Graber during a church musical 

in our old building. Brad was a font of knowledge about our congregation's history and members. He will 

be dearly missed by many in our community. Please keep Ruth and their children, Sarah and PJ, in your 

prayers. May God's perpetual light shine upon Brad, as he rests in God's loving arms. The family is 

holding a private funeral service at Boulger Funeral Home on Sunday, Dec. 27 at 2 pm,  

which will be livestreamed on: http://boulgerfuneralhome.com/ 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: Our worship leaders will begin broadcasting live from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

on January 10, 2021. (A date has not been set for in-person worship to begin there.) Sunday services 

continue at 10 am on Sundays, but will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel instead of Facebook. 

Here’s the link to the YouTube webpage:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson, 

Alpha Roeszler, Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the 

Schuster family, Patti Pranke, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris 

Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 

 

ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Raydon Workin, Wendy Witteman and family, Joan 

Winkler, Ron Schwartz, and Barbie and Milt Yergens 

 

Fargo Conference Prayer: Hope Lutheran Church, Fargo: Paul Nynas, Sarah Seibold, Kevan 

Smith, Michael Toomey, and Kristian Eikevik 

 

VACATION: Pastor Joe will be on vacation from Monday, Dec. 28 through Monday, Jan. 4. Pastor 

Helen Beth Kuhens will preach and preside on Jan. 3 and be on call for pastoral emergencies. She can be 

reached at 218.477.0703. 

 

NEWSLETTER articles for the January 2021 issue are due tomorrow, Dec. 28.  

 

NEWSLETTER assembly will be at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning at the office. 

 

HOLIDAY HOURS:  The office will be closed on New Year’s Day, and Naomi will be out of the 

office on Monday/Tuesday, January 4-5. Have a safe and happy New Year’s celebration! 
 

http://boulgerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw

