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Baptism of Our Lord —  January 10, 2021 

 

Prelude: “The Spirit’s Entry” - Joseph M. Martin 

 

Confession and Forgiveness                       
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

  who shines in glory, 

  clothes us in compassion, 

  and bears gifts of mercy for all. Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

L: God, wonderful counselor, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your gifts 

 and chosen our own way. 

 We have not made room for you 

 in our hearts or in our world. 

 We have lived in fear; 

 we have not welcomed the stranger; 

 we desire gifts that will not endure. 

 Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

 and open us to receive the peace of Jesus 

 dwelling in and among us. Amen. 
L: God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved,  
      not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living  
      in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for you, now and always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #310 – Songs of Thankfulness and Praise - vs 1, 2, and 4 

 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

 Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

 manifested by the star 

 to the sages from afar, 

 branch of royal David's stem 

 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in flesh made manifest. 

 

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

 prophet, priest, and king supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding guest 

 in thy Godhead manifest; 

  

      manifest in pow'r divine, 

 changing water into wine; 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in flesh made manifest. 

 

4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

 present in thy holy word; 

 grace to imitate thee now 

 and be pure, as pure art thou; 

 that we might become like thee 

 at thy great epiphany, 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, 

 God in flesh made manifest.
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Greeting: 

 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “Holy, Holy, Holy” sing verse two times 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

L:   Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, 

C:  Your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit,  

      That we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  

      you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

First Reading: Genesis 1.1-5                                                                                          - Tammy Lanaghan 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the first day. 

 

L: The word of the Lord    

C: Thanks be to God.                                                 

 

Children’s Sermon   
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Psalm 29 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                               - Haley Kroshus  

 

L: 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

   ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

C: 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

   worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

L: 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

   the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

C: 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

   the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

L: 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

   the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

C: 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

   and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

L: 7The voice of the LORD 

   bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

C: 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

   the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.   

L: 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

   And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

C: 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

   the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

L: 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

   give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.    

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1.4-11 
 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 

a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #396 – “Spirit of Gentleness” - vs 1, 2, and 4 
 

Refrain:   Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

            Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 

 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 

 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,   C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #448 – “This is the Spirit’s Entry Now” - vs 1, 3 and 4 
 

1 This is the Spirit's entry now: 

 the water and the word, 

 the cross of Jesus on your brow, 

 the seal both felt and heard. 

 

3    Let water be the sacred sign 

 that we must die each day 

 to rise again by his design 

 as foll'wers of his way. 

 

4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 

 for your baptismal pow'r 

 that washes us through all our days. 

 Come, cleanse again this hour. 
 
. 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus  C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: LAND OF REST - Anna Laura Page
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders

-  Helen Beth Kuhens, Guest Pastor                                                

-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

-  Tammy Lanaghan, Lector   

-  Haley Kroshus, Psalm Leader                                                                 

-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 

 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Spirit of Gentleness” - Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940, Text © 1978 James K. Manley, Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 
“This is the Spirit’s Entry Now” Text: Thomas E. Herbranson. Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 

LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: Our worship leaders are planning to begin broadcasting live from Temple Beth El 

Synagogue on January 17, 2021. (A date has not been set for in-person worship to begin there.) Sunday 

services continue at 10 am on Sundays, but will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel instead of 

Facebook. Here’s the link to the YouTube webpage:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

NEW LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following 

Sunday worship:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89599061953?pwd=aHhJNmJKVG03c0t2Q1dxbVVBdWEwUT09 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953; Password: 764934 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson, 

Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry 

Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and 

Charlie Jordan. 

 

ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Anna and Justin Burger, Brian Buteyn, Bryan Christensen, Lee 

Clarens and Cindy Roholt 

 

Fargo Conference Prayer: Messiah Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND – Pastor Matt Valan 

 

THANKS to Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens for preaching and presiding today! 

 
SAVE THE DATE: St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Budget Meeting will be on Sunday, January 24, at 11:15 
a.m.  The link for the zoom meeting will be the same as the coffee hour link above. 
 
LET’S CELEBRATE! We will celebrate our 30th anniversary (1991 – 2021) of becoming a Reconciling in 
Christ congregation on January 24 - RIC Sunday!!  
 
ESTATE SALE: Ruth Denton-Graber is having an estate sale on January 22, 23, and 24. More details to 
follow.    

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
                      Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89599061953?pwd=aHhJNmJKVG03c0t2Q1dxbVVBdWEwUT09
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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