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Reconciling In Christ Sunday  -  January 24, 2021 
 

Today is Reconciling In Christ Sunday—a day when we celebrate the 900+ Lutheran congregations, 
synods ministries and organizations that have voted to be intentionally welcoming of LGBTQ+ individuals 
and their loved ones. This year is St. Mark's 30th anniversary of our RIC vote. 

 
Prelude: “The Power of Your Love” - Jane Holstein 

 
Confession and Forgiveness                       
 

P:     Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates all people,  

   who loves us as we are, and who gives breath to us all. Amen. 
 

P:  We are grateful for the gift of diverse people in our lives. 

C:  As children of God, we believe each of us is wonderfully made. 

P:   As the Church, we are called to love one another and proclaim God’s love for all people. 

C:  As a congregation, we believe all are welcome. 

P:  Our common life is enriched when lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals  

   can live without fear in their faith communities, and homes, schools and workplaces. 

C:  As God’s people, we seek justice in our Church and world. 

P:    Together, let us name the ways we have fallen short in justice-making for our LGBTQIA+  

   siblings, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, immigrants, elderly, and those who do not have  

   access to basic human needs. 

C:  As followers of Jesus, we repent of our failures to act justly. 

P:  To those who have been excluded by the church because of who they are and whom they love, 

C:  We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

P:  To those who have systems created against them due to the color of their skin, 

C:  We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

P:  To those who do not have equal access to thrive due to government systems, 

C:   We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

P:  To those who do not see their identities represented in this Church, 

C:  We ask forgiveness and welcome you. 

P:  People of God, hear these words of grace. 

   God always forgives our failures.  

   God’s love is inclusive.  

   God never tires of calling us beloved children. 

   Together, we are all members of the Body of Christ.  

   God welcomes each of you into the family of God. 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  ELW #641 – “All Are Welcome” - vs 1-4 
 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

      how hearts learn to forgive. 

      Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

      rock of faith and vault of grace; 

      here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain:      All are welcome, all are welcome, 

                     all are welcome in this place. 

 

2    Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

      and words are strong and true, 

      where all God's children dare to seek 

      to dream God's reign anew.  

      Here the cross shall stand as witness                         

      and as symbol of God's grace; 

      here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:   

      Refrain 

3    Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

Refrain 

 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

Refrain

 

Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “Holy, Holy, Holy” sing verse two times

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. God of boundless love,  

C:  You call each of us to love justice. Inspire us to follow Christ's example of caring for all whom  

      we encounter.  May your love and grace fill our words and actions, turning us away from the sins   

      of homophobia, transphobia, and racism. Soften our hearts and expand our awareness to make our 

      Church and this congregation a place where community is built to experience your grace and our 

   welcome.  In your holy name, we pray, Amen.
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First Reading: Jonah 3.1-5, 10     - Jon Leiseth 
 

       1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the 

LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 

going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 

Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 

calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

               

L: The word of the Lord    

C: Thanks be to God.                                                 

 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                                                      - Pastor Joe 

 

Special Music:  "In This Very Room" by Ron and Carol Harris                   - Jeff Ware and Jay Jansen 

 

Psalm 62.5-12 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                         - Oliver Jensen                                               
 

 L:  5For God alone I wait in silence; 

           truly, my hope is in God. 

 C:  6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

   my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 L:  7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

   God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 C:  8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

   pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.   

 L:  9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

   Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

 C:  10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

   though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 L:  11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

   that power belongs to God. 

 C:  12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

   for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.    

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1.14-20 
 

      14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 

left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon – Phoenix, a youth member of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #612 – “Healer of Our Every Ill” - vs 1-3 

Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

 
2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 
 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 

 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
         L:  Lord in your mercy,   C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #715 – “Christ Be Our Light” - vs 1-3 
 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude: “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” - Jane Holstein 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“All Are Welcome” - Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.,Used by permission of  OneLicense.net A-726218 
“Healer of Our Every Ill” - Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 
“Christ Be Our Light” Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. Used by permission of  
OneLicense.net A-726218  
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB13125 
"In This Very Room" - © 1979 Ron Harris Music. Used by written permission of Ron Harris. 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!  
-  Joe Larson, Pastor 
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano  
-  Phoenix, Guest Preacher  
- Jon Leiseth, Lector                                  

 
- Oliver Jensen, Psalm Reader 
- Jeff Ware and Jay Jansen, Special Music 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

                                                                              

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, 
including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
THANKS TO OUR GUEST PREACHER!  We are so excited to have Phoenix preaching today! 
Phoenix is a member of our St. Mark’s community and son of Jon and Tessa. 
 

Our worship leaders will begin broadcasting live from Temple Beth El Synagogue in two weeks on 
February 7, 2021. (A date has not been set for in-person worship to begin there.) Sunday services continue 
at 10 am on Sundays, but will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel instead of Facebook.  
 
NEW LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom following worship (you need to pre-register):  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofuCoqDojH9cbfScnMRaO8rbp2C03vErH 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953; Password: 764934 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson, 
Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry 
Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and 
Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Maxine Fagerland and Linda Hamann, Stan and Naomi Franek,  
Ann Franek; Fargo Conference Prayer List: Olivet Lutheran Church, Fargo: Kris Gorden, Tiffany 
Sundeen, and Bill Boelter, Pastors 
 
SAVE THE DATE: St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Budget Meeting is today at 11:15 a.m.  The link 
for the zoom meeting will be the same as the coffee hour link above. 
 
LET’S CELEBRATE! 2021 marks our 30th anniversary (1991 – 2021) of becoming a Reconciling 
In Christ congregation. Today we celebrate by having Phoenix as our guest speaker! 
 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on Monday, Jan. 25, and assembly is Jan. 28 at 9:30 a.m 
 
ESTATE SALE: Ruth Denton-Graber is having an estate sale this weekend, January 29, 30 & 31. 
 
 

"Experiencing Grief and Loss in Sustainable Ways" – Beginning on Jan. 28 at 7 pm 
During the past year and perhaps longer than that, many of us have experienced the loss of a loved one or 
faced other major life changes. It's not easy to deal with the grief and pain that we feel in response to those 
losses. We have decided to offer a series of group discussions to talk about what we have learned through 
previous experiences and some of the things we have learned over time--and how that might help us cope 
with our grief and enhance our spirituality. This group will be led by Linda Hamann, who is a licensed 
Master-level psychologist with previous experience as a therapist and parish minister. Our first session 
will be Thursday, January 28 at 7 pm on Zoom. It will continue on the fourth Thursday of the 
month through April.  Here is the Zoom meeting link (you need to pre-register): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09 
     
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:   
Pastor Joe Larson: Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofuCoqDojH9cbfScnMRaO8rbp2C03vErH
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

