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TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY —  February 14, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/HYDsIZvVf_4 
You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 

 
 

Prelude: “The Wondrous Image, Vision Fair” - arr. by Mark Dorian  
 

Confession and Forgiveness                       
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 whose spirit hovers over the waters, 
 whose mercy is poured out on all people,  
 whose goodness flows through all creation.   
C:  Amen. 
L:   Let us together confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
L:   Holy God, 
C:  You search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. 
 We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own personal sins 
             and the broken systems that bind us. 
 We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. 
     We distrust those who are not like us. 
   We exploit the earth and its resources, and fail to consider generations to come. 
 Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.  
 Amen. 
 

L:  Friends, hear this good news! Through the grace revealed in ☩ Christ Jesus,  
      your sins are washed away. And we are claimed as God’s beloved. In the wake  
      of that amazing grace, let us heed the Spirit’s call for us each day: to do justice,  
   to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #307– “Light Shone in Darkness” vs 1-3 
 

1 Light shone in darkness  

at the world's creation, 

bathing in beauty nature's revelation. 

All that has being, cry in adoration, 

"Praise for the light. Amen!" 

 

2 Light shone in darkness  

at the new creation; 

Christ rose in glory,  

won for us salvation. 

  

 

Sing, earth and heaven, 

hymns of jubilation, 

      praise for the light. Amen! 

 

3 Light shines in darkness till the full 

creation; 

Christ's body, groaning, suffers tribulation, 

longs for God's justice, global 

transformation, 

prays for the light. Amen! 
 

https://youtu.be/HYDsIZvVf_4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.  
 

The Gloria – “Holy, Holy, Holy” sing verses two times 

         
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Almighty God, 

C:  The light of your presence shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us  

       by your grace, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

      and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12       -Haley Kroshus 
     1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 

way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, 

“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The 

company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the 

LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD 

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who 

were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master 

away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD 

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then 

Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 

other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 

you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard 

thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they 

continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 

ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 

two pieces. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     
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Children’s Sermon   

 

Psalm 50:1-6 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                                             - Haley Kroshus                                                
 

L: 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

   calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

C: 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

   God shines forth in glory.  

L: 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

   with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 

C: 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

   to witness the judgment of the people. 

L: 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

   those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 

C: 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

   for it is God who is judge.  

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 2nd chapter.    

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 Gospel: Mark 2:2-9 
 

     2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then 

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed 

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when 

they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

     9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 

after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon: “Metamorphosis” – Pastor Joe 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #593 - “Drawn to the Light”  

 

1 People who walk in darkness have sought  

a light in the heart of the darkest night. 

Just when we thought all would be lost, 

we were drawn to the light of God. 

 

Refrain 

Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 

drawn to the light and the morning. 

Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight  

to be drawn to the light of God. 

 

2 How can we tell a heaven from hell 

if ev'ryone dwells in the dark of night? 

Morning dispels, gently compels,  

and we're drawn to the light of God.  

Refrain 

 

3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! 

The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, 

bids us to come! Life has begun  

when we're drawn to the light of God.  

Refrain 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,   

        C:  Hear our prayer. 

                                          

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #362 – “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” - vs 1-4 
 

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing 

 praise to our victorious king, 

 who has washed us in the tide 

 flowing from his wounded side.  

      Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Christ, whose love divine 

 gives his sacred blood for wine, 

 gives his body for the feast— 

 Christ the victim, Christ the priest.  

3    Where the paschal blood is poured 

      death's dread angel sheathes the sword; 

 Israel's hosts triumphant go 

 through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Alleluia! 

 

4    Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

 paschal victim, paschal bread; 

 with sincerity and love 

 eat we manna from above. 

     Alleluia!                                                                              Alleluia! 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude: Fugue on “At the Lamb’s High Feast” - Theodore Beck

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!  
-  Joe Larson, Pastor   
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                                                                                             
-  Haley Kroshus, Lector                                                               
-  Ryu Kroshus, Song leader   
 

-  Tara Jensen and Linda Hamann, Camera 
   Technicians   
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
                                                   

COPYRIGHTS: 
“Light Shone in Darkness” - Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.. All rights reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 
“Drawn to the Light” – Text © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker. Used by permission of  OneLicense.net A-726218 
 Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
 

    
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/HYDsIZvVf_4 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom following worship (you need to pre-register):  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofuCoqDojH9cbfScnMRaO8rbp2C03vErH 
You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953; Password: 764934 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson,  
Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson,  
Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: David Haugrud, Jon Golberg, Ravi Kawdi, Donna Hokanson, Ben 
Huynh, and Tammy Lanaghan.  
Fargo Conference Prayer List: St. John Lutheran Church, Fargo – Erick Thompson and Brian Hansen, 
Pastors 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY: Call or email the church office by Monday to get your packets of “Ashes To Go” (a 
small zip-lock bag with ashes that you can use for yourself and family members at home during the Zoom 
service.) admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or 701.235.5591 
 
WEDNESDAYS IN LENT: This year for Lent, we are offering a simple Wednesday evening devotional 
series called "My Faith Talks." The Wednesday evening services will take place on Zoom at 7 pm on these 
dates:  Feb. 17, Feb. 24, March 3, 10 and 17. Here is the link to the Zoom meeting for each session of the 
series (same log-in for all of them): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK 
 
LENT BOOK STUDY: David B. Myers will lead a Lent book study entitled “Jesus: The Misunderstood Jew” 
starting next Sunday, Feb. 21, at 11:30am on Zoom. The other sessions are on March 7, 14, and 21. The first 
four chapters of the book will be covered in this study. The zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
“MY FAITH TALKS” – For our Wednesday evening services during Lent we are looking for individual 
members of our St. Mark's community to share their personal reflections on how your faith makes a 
difference in your life, especially in light of everything we have faced during the past year. If you are 
interested in doing one of these talks, please contact Pastor Joe: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com.  
 

The second session of “Experiencing Grief and Loss in Sustainable Ways” will be held on Feb 25 at                         
7 pm on Zoom. Linda Hamann is leading the group discussions about coping with grief and enhancing our 
spirituality. Here is the Zoom meeting link (you need to pre-register): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION meets via zoom on Tuesday, February 16, 5:30-7pm. This month’s book is: 
We Have Always Been Here: A Queer Muslim Memoir, by Samra Habib. Contact Pastor Joe or Tammy if you 
have questions: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or shvetapitha@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofuCoqDojH9cbfScnMRaO8rbp2C03vErH
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com

