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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT —  February 21, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/h1lDmjv45Hw 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
 

Prelude: “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee” - John Leavitt 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent 

      gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

      Let us confess our sin, and seek reconciliation with God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 

C:  We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  

      We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

      We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. 

      Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

      where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows.  

      Amen. 

  

L:  Like a person facing an unknown path, God walks beside us to show us the way. 

      Like a stream in a parched desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 

      Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God embraces us in the midst of death. 

      During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: 

             for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sin 

                  and cherishes you as a beloved child. 

 

C: Amen.     
 

 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #319 – “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” vs 1-3 
 

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

 you prayed and kept the fast; 

 inspire repentance for our sin, 

 and free us from our past. 

 

2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 

 your faithfulness endured; 

 lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 

in God's eternal word. 

3 Though parched and hungry,  

yet you prayed 

 and fixed your mind above; 

 so teach us to deny ourselves 

 that we may know God's love. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/h1lDmjv45Hw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.  
 

“Kyrie Eleison” (Lord, Have Mercy): 

 

            

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Loving God, 

C:  In the waters of the flood you saved Noah and his family and the animals. In the wilderness of 

temptation you protected your child Jesus. And in the waters of baptism, you save each one of us 

in the waters. Remind us of the promise of the rainbow—that you will always guide and protect us 

in the storms of life. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17                                       - Linda Graf 
      8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and 

your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 

a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and 

it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 

bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow 

is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 

of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     
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Children’s Sermon   

 

Psalm 25:1-10   - Linda Graf 
 

L: 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

C: 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

L: 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

C: 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.   

L: 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

C: 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

L: 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love  

  and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

C: 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way.   

L: 9You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 

C: 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.    

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
 

      9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon: “The Rainbow Promise” – Pastor Joe 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #613 – “Thy Holy Wings” vs 1-3 

1    Thy holy wings, O Savior, 

 spread gently over me, 

 and let me rest securely 

 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 

 my rock and hiding place, 

 and let my ev'ry moment 

 be lived within thy grace. 

 

2 Oh, let me nestle near  thee, 

 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 

 and peace within thy nest. 

 Oh, close thy wings around me 

 and keep me safely there, 

 for I am but a newborn 

 and need thy tender care. 

 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters 

 of Noah's cleansing flood. 

 Give me a willing spirit, 

 a heart both clean and good. 

 Oh, take into thy keeping 

 thy children great and small, 

 and while we sweetly slumber, 

 enfold us one and all. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

      L:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 

                                          

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #334 – “Tree of Life” - vs 1-3, and Lent 5 
 

1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 

in your death we are reborn; 

though you die in all of hist'ry, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn, (repeat) 

 

2 We remember truth once spoken, 

love passed on through act and word; 

ev'ry person lost and broken 

wears the body of our Lord, (repeat) 

3    Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 

stumbling though our steps may be; 

one with you in joy and sorrow, 

we the river, you the sea, (repeat) 

 

L5    God of all our fear and sorrow, 

God who lives beyond our death, 

hold us close through each tomorrow, 

love as near as ev'ry breath. (repeat) 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” - John Leavitt

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!  
-  Joe Larson, Pastor   
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                                                                                             
-  Linda Graf, Lector                                                               
-  Becky Barry, Song Leader   
 

-  Tara Jensen, Kim Johnson, and Brian Buteyn, 
   Camera Technicians   
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination 
                                                   

COPYRIGHTS: 
“O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” - Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
OneLicense.net A-726218 

“Kyrie Eleison” – Text and Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 

 Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
“Thy Holy Wings” – Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. All rights reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 

“Tree of Life” – Text: Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-726218 
 
 

    
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/h1lDmjv45Hw You can also access 
this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom following worship. 
Please note that this has changed from last week—you need to pre-register (same as book study below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
LENT BOOK STUDY: David B. Myers will lead a Lent book study entitled “Jesus: The Misunderstood Jew” 
starting today, Feb. 21, at 11:30am on Zoom. The other sessions are on March 7, 14, and 21. The first four 
chapters of the book will be covered in this study. The zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson,  
Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen 
Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson,  
Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER:  Stephen and Nancy Jackson, Melford and Brenda Jacobson, Jay 
Jansen and Jeff Ware        Fargo Conference Prayer List: South Sudanese Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND  
 
“MY FAITH TALKS”—WEDNESDAYS IN LENT:  Kim Johnson will share her story this Wednesday 
evening for our Lenten devotional series called "My Faith Talks." The services will take place on Zoom 
at 7 pm on:  Feb. 24, March 3, 10 and 17.  Here’s the Zoom link for each session (same log-in for all): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK 
We are still looking for individuals to share their personal reflections on how your faith makes a difference in 
your life. If you are interested in doing a talk, contact Pastor Joe: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com.  
 
The second session of “Experiencing Grief and Loss in Sustainable Ways” will be held this Thursday, 
Feb 25 at 7 pm on Zoom. Linda Hamann is leading the group discussions about coping with grief and 
enhancing our spirituality. Here is the Zoom meeting link (you need to pre-register): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09 
 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION meets via zoom on Tuesday, February 23, 5:30-7pm. (It was rescheduled 
from last week). This month’s book is: We Have Always Been Here: A Queer Muslim Memoir, by Samra 
Habib. Contact Pastor Joe or Tammy if you have questions: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or 
shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 
An INTERFAITH PANEL on “Being Queer During the Pandemic” is planned for Sunday, February 
28, 2021, at 2-3:30pm. The panel includes the Rev. Wakoh Shannon Hickey, Eliana Shira Rubin, Pastor Joe 
Larson, and Cody Severson. Dr. Jacqueline Bussie will moderate this event sponsored by the Fargo-
Moorhead Interfaith Center, Concordia College’s Forum on Faith and Life, and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
of Fargo, ND.  The Zoom link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89068041532 
 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES are due on Monday, Feb. 22. Thanks! (Assembly/mailing is on Feb. 25). 
 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your 
offerings as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, 
Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86892236973?pwd=WlJ3alB5NFBobUYvMHpNbVp1bGFsdz09
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89068041532
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html

