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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT —  MARCH 7, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/qH4WTYDcXBc 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

Prelude: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - Sandra Eithum 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent 

      gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

      Let us confess our sin, and seek reconciliation with God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 

C:  We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  

      We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

      We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. 

      Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

      where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows.  

      Amen. 

  

L:  Like a person facing an unknown path, God walks beside us to show us the way. 

      Like a stream in a parched desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 

      Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God embraces us in the midst of death. 

      During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: 

             for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sin 

                  and cherishes you as a beloved child. 

C: Amen.     
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #803– “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” vs 1, 2 & 4 
 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

 on which the prince of glory died, 

 my richest gain I count but loss 

 and pour contempt on all my pride.  

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

 save in the death of Christ, my God;  

      all the vain things that charm me most, 
      I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
 

 

4    Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

 that were a present far too small; 

      love so amazing, so divine, 

 demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/qH4WTYDcXBc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.  

 

“Kyrie Eleison” (Lord, Have Mercy): 

 

            

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Holy God,  

C:  You have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant  

       of grace. And teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

       who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17                                                                                               - Cindy Roholt 
1God spoke all these words: 

  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall 

have no other gods before me. 

  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 

on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 

for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 

who love me and keep my commandments. 

  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 

who misuses his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the 

seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, 

your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made 

heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the 

sabbath day and consecrated it.         (continued) 
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  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 

  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 

slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

       
L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     
 

Children’s Sermon 

   

Psalm 19:8-14                                                                                                             - Cindy Roholt 

 

L:    8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

   the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

C: 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

   the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

L: 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

   sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.   

C: 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

   and in keeping them there is great reward. 

L: 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

   Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

C: 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

   then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

L: 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

   O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.    

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Gospel: John 2:13-22 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 

selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, 

he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the 

money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 

things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 

written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us 

for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The 

Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon: “Precepts or Promises?”  – Pastor Joe 
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #737 – “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” - verses 1-4 
 
1 He comes to us as one unknown, 
 a breath unseen, unheard; 
 as though within a heart of stone, 
 or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
 a pulse of being stirred, 
 a pulse of being stirred. 
 
2 He comes when souls in silence lie 
 and thoughts of day depart; 
 half-seen upon the inward eye, 
 a falling star across the sky 
 of night within the heart, 
 of night within the heart. 
 

3 He comes to us in sound of seas, 
 the ocean's fume and foam; 
 yet small and still upon the breeze, 
 a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
 a voice to call us home, 
 a voice to call us home. 
 
4 He comes in love as once he came 
 by flesh and blood and birth; 
 to bear within our mortal frame 
 a life, a death, a saving name, 
 for ev'ry child of earth, 
 for ev'ry child of earth.

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #793 – “Be Thou My Vision” - verses 1-4 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

3    Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Be Thou My Vision - Tom Fettke 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“He Comes to Us as One Unknown”-Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1984 Hope Publishing Co.; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/qH4WTYDcXBc 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953     Password: 764934 
 
LENT BOOK STUDY: David B. Myers is leading a Lent book study entitled “Jesus: The Misunderstood Jew.” 
The second session is today, Sunday, March 7 (read chapter 2), and continues on March 14 and 21. The 
first four chapters of the book will be covered in this study. The group meets at 11:30am on the following zoom 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Anna Burger, Ginny Johnston (Adam’s mother), Kathy 
Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, 
Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell 
Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Adam Johnston, Charlie Jordan and Joe Larson, Matthew Kaseman, 
Mark and Vivian Kasson    Fargo Conference Prayer List: Zion Lutheran Church, Harwood, ND – Natalie 
Carlson, Pastor 
 
“MY FAITH TALKS”—WEDNESDAYS IN LENT:  Barbara Edin will share her story this Wednesday 
evening for our Lenten devotional series called "My Faith Talks." The services will take place on Zoom at 7 
pm on: 10 and 17.  Here’s the Zoom link for each session (same log-in for all): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK 
 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your offerings 
as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, 
ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP: We are planning to have in-person worship starting on Palm 
Sunday, March 28, 2021, as long as the COVID numbers continue a downward trend! We will send out a 
list of safety protocols soon through our church email and include it in the bulletin. Thank you for your 
patience and we look forward to being together soon! 
 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!  
-  Joe Larson, Pastor   
-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano                                                                                                             
- Cindy Roholt, Lector                                                               
-  Ryu Kroshus, Song Leader   

-  Linda Hamann and Brian Buteyn,                                                
        Camera Technicians   
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 

  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
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