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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT —  MARCH 14, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/Jk_CC9zvAkM 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

Prelude: What Wondrous Love Is This - Mark Dorian 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent 

      gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

      Let us confess our sin, and seek reconciliation with God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 

C:  We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  

      We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

      We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. 

      Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

      where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows.  

      Amen. 
  

L:  Like a person facing an unknown path, God walks beside us to show us the way. 

      Like a stream in a parched desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 

      Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God embraces us in the midst of death. 

      During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: 

             for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sin 

                  and cherishes you as a beloved child. 

C: Amen.     
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #666 – “What Wondrous Love is This?” vs 1, 2, and 4  
 

1 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this 

 that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

 

2    When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down 

 beneath God's righteous frown, 

 Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

                            (continued on following page) 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Jk_CC9zvAkM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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4    And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

      and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, 

      and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

      and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.   
 

“Kyrie Eleison” (Lord, Have Mercy): 

 

            

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, 

C:  Through the cross, you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.  

  Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our  

      Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9                                                                                            - Lee Clarens 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the 

people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 

miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and 

against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the 

LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at 

 it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, 

that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  
      

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     
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Children’s Sermon 

   

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22                           - Lee Clarens 
 

L:   1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

        for God’s mercy endures forever. 

C: 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 

   that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 

L: 3gathering them in from the lands; 

   from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 

C: 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

   through their sins they were afflicted. 

L: 18They loathed all manner of food 

   and drew near | to death’s door. 

C: 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 

   and you delivered them from their distress.   

L: 20You sent forth your word and healed them 

   and rescued them from the grave. 

C: 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 

   and your wonderful works for all people. 

L: 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

   and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Gospel: John 3:14-21 

      [Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 

be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 

condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the 

judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 

deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 

been done in God.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon:  “A Promise on a Stick” - Pastor Joe 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #779 – “Amazing Grace” vs 1-4 
 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

 that saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found; 

 was blind, but now I see. 

 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

 and grace my fears relieved; 

 how precious did that grace appear 

 the hour I first believed! 

3    Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

      I have already come; 

 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 

 his word my hope secures; 

 he will my shield and portion be 

 as long as life endures. 
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #598 – “For by Grace We Have Been Saved” - verses 1-3 
 

1 For by grace you have been saved  

and even faith is not your own, 

it's the gift of God for you  

and not the works that you have done. 

Don't let anybody boast,  

for this is God's great gift. Amen. 

 

2 "So my grace is all sufficient  

for each child who is my own, 

for my strength is now made perfect  

for each child who is my own. 

When you're weak, then you are strong,  

for this is God's great gift." Amen. 

 

3 So this weakness with contentment  

I'll accept now in myself, 

all my hardships, pains, and griefs  

that still lie deep within myself. 

When I'm weak, then I am strong,  

for this is God's great gift. Amen. Amen. 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude: Amazing Grace - Jack Schrader 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
“For By Grace You Have Been Saved” Text and music © 1995 Fennica Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg/Fortress SB131250. 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250.

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders! 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Lee Clarens, Lector                                                               
- Ryu Kroshus, Song Leader  
 

- Kim Johnson, Bread 
- Kim Johnson, Camera Tech 
-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/Jk_CC9zvAkM 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953     Password: 764934 
 
LENT BOOK STUDY: David B. Myers is leading a Lent book study entitled “Jesus: The Misunderstood 
Jew.” The third session is today, Sunday, March 14 (read chapter 3), and continues on March 21. The first 
four chapters of the book will be covered in this study. The group meets at 11:30am on the following zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny Johnston 
(Adam’s mother), Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & 
Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens, Teresa Kuhens, Haley and Ryu 
Kroshus.       Fargo Conference Prayer List: Maple-Sheyenne Lutheran Church, Harwood, ND – Diane 
Krumm, Interim Pastor 
 
“MY FAITH TALKS”—WEDNESDAYS IN LENT:  Stan Franek will share his story this Wednesday 
evening for our Lenten devotional series called "My Faith Talks." The service will take place on Zoom at 7 
pm. Here’s the Zoom link for this session: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK 
 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your offerings 
as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, 
ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
REMINDER: We are collecting “Happy Spring” cards to send to the Positive Hearts Group (formerly 
Minnkota) after Easter. They can be handmade or purchased – it’s always nice to get an uplifting card! 
Drop off at the church on Sunday or the office. Thanks. 
 
RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP: We are planning to have in-person worship starting on Palm 
Sunday, March 28, 2021, as long as the COVID numbers continue a downward trend! We will send out a 
list of safety protocols soon through our church email and include it in the bulletin. Thank you for your 
patience and we look forward to being together soon! 

 
PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION: Join us at 9:15am on Sunday, March 28, for our Palm Sunday 
Procession (weather permitting!) around the block in the neighborhood of Temple Beth El. 
Everyone will receive a palm branch to carry. Pray for good weather! 
 

 
ST MARK’S GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE will be on April 2, 2021, at 7pm on Zoom. We need 5 
volunteers to read the lessons live during the service. Please call or email Naomi at the office to volunteer. 
 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for April are due on Monday, March 22. Assembly and mailing will be at the 
office at 9:30am for those who wish to volunteer. 

https://youtu.be/Jk_CC9zvAkM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-2hrTgtE9Da9PlPc6s6SgClRNWJcqaK
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html

