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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT —  MARCH 21, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/OPThJ5dMOv8 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

Prelude: My Faith Looks Up to Thee - Tom Fettke 

 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent 

      gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

      Let us confess our sin, and seek reconciliation with God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 

C:  We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  

      We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. 

      We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again. 

      Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, 

      where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows.  

      Amen. 
  

L:  Like a person facing an unknown path, God walks beside us to show us the way. 

      Like a stream in a parched desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 

      Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God embraces us in the midst of death. 

      During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: 

             for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sin 

                  and cherishes you as a beloved child. 

C: Amen.     
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #759 – “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” vs 1-3  
 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

 thou Lamb of Calvary, 

 Savior divine! 

 Now hear me while I pray, 

 take all my guilt away, 

 oh, let me from this day 

 be wholly thine! 

 

2 May thy rich grace impart 

 strength to my fainting heart, 

 my zeal inspire; 

 as thou hast died for me, 

 oh, may my love to thee 

 pure, warm, and changeless be, 

 a living fire! 

 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 

 and griefs around me spread, 

 be thou my guide; 

 bid darkness turn to day, 

 wipe sorrow's tears away, 

 nor let me ever stray 

 from thee aside.

https://youtu.be/OPThJ5dMOv8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C: And also with you.   
 

“Kyrie Eleison” (Lord, Have Mercy): 

 

            

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. O God, 

C:  With steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers.  

 Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death  

 we may live in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                                                               - Jane Radig 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     

 

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 119:9-16                                      - Jane Radig 
 

L: 9How shall the young keep their way clean? 

   By keeping to your word. 

C: 10With my whole heart I seek you; 

   let me not stray from your commandments. 

L: 11I treasure your promise in my heart, 

   that I may not sin against you. 

C: 12Blessed are you, O LORD; 

   instruct me in your statutes.   

L: 13With my lips I recite 

   all the judgments of your mouth. 

C: 14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees 

   than in all manner of riches. 

L: 15I will meditate on your commandments 

   and give attention to your ways. 

C: 16My delight is in your statutes; 

   I will not forget your word.  
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Gospel: John 12:20-33 
      20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who 

was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; 

then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 

grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 

reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon:  “The Promise of Lament”  – Pastor Joe 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #379 – “Now the Green Blade Rises” vs 1, 2, and 4 
 

1 Now the green blade rises  
      from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth  
      many days has lain; 
 love lives again,  
      that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like  
     wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him,  
      love by hatred slain, 
      thinking that he would 

never wake again; 

 laid in the earth  
      like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like  
      wheat arising green. 
 
4    When our hearts are wintry,  
      grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us  
      back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts  
      that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like  
      wheat arising green
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Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #465 – “As the Grains of Wheat” - verses 1-2 
 

Refrain 

 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

 were gathered into one to become our bread;  

 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  

 be gathered into one in you. 

 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  

 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
      when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Well-Tempered Clavichord Prelude #1 - J. S. Bach  

In commemoration of his birthday - March 21,1685 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
Text: Now the Green Blade Rises - Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
Text: As the Grains of Wheat - © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218. 
Text and Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218. 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB1312. 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders! 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Jane Radig, Lector                                                               
- Tammy Lanaghan, Song Leader  

- Tammy Lanaghan, Bread 
- Kim Johnson and Adam Johnston, Camera Techs 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: 
admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/OPThJ5dMOv8 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953     Password: 764934 
 
LENT BOOK STUDY: David B. Myers is leading a Lent book study entitled “Jesus: The Misunderstood 
Jew.” The fourth and last session is today, Sunday, March 21 (read chapter 4). The group meets at  
11:30am on the following zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny Johnston 
(Adam’s mother), Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in 
Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & 
Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer:  Jon and Tessa Moon Leiseth, Isaac and Phoenix; Chris Maki; and Brenda 
McWilliams. Fargo Conference Prayer List: Horace Lutheran Church, Horace, ND – Pastor Trey Daum 
 
REMINDER: No Wednesday service this week. 
 
RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP: We are planning to have in-person worship starting on Palm 
Sunday, March 28, 2021. We will send out a list of safety protocols soon through our church email and 
include it in the bulletin. Thank you for your patience and we look forward to being together soon! 

 
PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION: Join us at 9:15 am in front of Temple Beth El next Sunday, 
March 28, for our Palm Sunday procession (weather permitting!) around the block in the 
neighborhood. Everyone will receive a palm branch to carry. Hope you can join us! 
 

ST MARK’S GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE will be on April 2, 2021, at 7 pm on Zoom. The link is: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85427461113?pwd=akpMZXNGSGlKY3hUOUJHOTZwRG1aQT09 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for April are due on Monday, March 22. Assembly and mailing will be at the 
office on March 25 at 9:30 am for those who wish to volunteer. 
 
FLOWERS FOR EASTER: Please help beautify the sanctuary for Easter Sunday! We invite you to donate 
$15 to St. Mark’s to help purchase a variety of spring flowers. Please write “flowers” on the memo line of 
your check. If you would like to donate in memory or honor of someone, please attach a note. Thanks! 
 
Trans Day of Visibility Event - March 31, 2021:  The FM Area LGBTQ+ College Alliance has worked 
together to book a virtual talk by Alok Vaid-Menon, author of “Beyond the Gender Binary”, for Trans Day of 
Visibility on March 31, 2021. Their keynote will be free and open to the public to attend via Zoom, and the 
event will be livestreamed on Facebook @MSUMRainbowDragonCenter. Here’s the link to the event:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/235151644940203/ 
 
OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your offerings 
as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, 
ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

https://youtu.be/OPThJ5dMOv8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85427461113?pwd=akpMZXNGSGlKY3hUOUJHOTZwRG1aQT09
https://www.facebook.com/events/235151644940203/
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html

