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PALM SUNDAY —  MARCH 28, 2021 

 
This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 

 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 
The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/qe6YP5OzLv4 

 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
 

Prelude: “All Glory, Laud and Honor” – John Carter 
 
OPENING LITANY  (Please stand as you are able.) 
L:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  C: Hosanna in the highest! 
L: The holy gospel according to Mark, the 11th chapter. C. Glory to you, O Lord.
L: When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,  
 Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately  
 as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it.  If 

anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, 
C: “‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ”  
L: They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 
 some of the bystanders said to them,  
C: “What are you doing, untying the colt?”  
L:  They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to 

Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead  

 and those who followed were shouting,  
C: “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
L: Then Jesus entered Jerusalem  and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
L:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Blessing of the Palms: 
L:  The Lord be with you.   C: And also with you. 
L:   Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 Today Jesus entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those  
 who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those wave them. 
C: Grant us grace, O God, to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death  
 and resurrection, we enter into life with you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
L:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
C: Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #344 – “All Glory, Laud and Honor” vs 1, 3, and 4 (Please be seated.) 
 
Refrain       

All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 
 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1 You are the king of Israel 
 and David's royal Son, 
 now in the Lord's name coming, 
 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 

 
3 The multitude of pilgrims 
 with palms before you went; 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before you we present.  Refrain 
 
4 To you, before your passion, 
 they sang their hymns of praise. 
 To you, now high exalted, 
 our melody we raise.  Refrain

https://youtu.be/qe6YP5OzLv4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting: 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

    C:  And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 

     L:   Let us pray. Sovereign God, 

     C:   You have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of  Jesus Christ.  

             By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess 

   Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise Christ as Savior, who lives and reigns with you  

   and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Philippians 2:5-11                                                                                             - Linda Graf 
 

      5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form  

of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and  

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
          9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11and every tongue  

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.     

 
Children’s Sermon 
 

      Palm Sunday Song (sung to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming ‘Round the Mountain”) 
 

1. He’ll be riding on a donkey when he comes. When he comes! (2 x) 
            He’ll be riding on a donkey, (3 x) when he comes! 
 

2. And we’ll all go to meet him when he comes. When he comes! (2 x) 
            Oh, we’ll all go to meet him, Yes, we’ll all go out to meet him, 
            Oh, we’ll all go out to meet him when he comes. 
  

3. We’ll be waving our palm branches when he comes. When he comes! (2 x)  
            We’ll be waving our palm branches, (3 x) When he comes. 
  

4. And we’ll all shout “Hosanna!” when he comes. When he comes! (2 x) 
            Oh, we’ll all shout “Hosanna!”  Yes, we’ll all shout “Hosanna!” 
            Oh, we’ll all shout “Hosanna!” When he comes. 
   

Psalm 31:9-16                                      - Linda Graf 

L: 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

   my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

C: 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

   my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

L: 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; 

   when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

C: 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.   

L: 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

   they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

C: 14But as for me, I have trusted in |you, O LORD. I have said, “You are my God. 

L: 15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

                 and from those who persecute me. 

C: 16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”  
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Gospel: Mark 15.1-39  (Please stand as you are able) 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 15th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
       1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 

whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many 

things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 
5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

 6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 7Now a man 

called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the 

crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do 

you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the 

chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 

Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man 

you call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil 

has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 

released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

  16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and 

they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 

thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They 

struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

  21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of 

Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 

means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And 

they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

  25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the charge against 

him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on 

his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 

same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross 

now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

  33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three o’clock 

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 

Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the 

centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 

God’s Son!” 
 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon: “The Promise of Hosanna” – Pastor Joe 
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Hymn of the Day – ELW #343: “My Song is Love Unknown” vs 1-3, and 6 (alternate melody on song sheet)  
          (Please remain seated for the hymn.) 

1    My song is love unknown, 
 my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 
2 He came from his blest throne 
 salvation to bestow; 
 the world that was his own  
 would not its Savior know. 
 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
      who at my need his life did spend! 
 

3    Sometimes we strew his way 
 and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to our king. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 
 and for his death we thirst and cry. 
 
6 Here might I stay and sing— 
 no story so divine! 
 Never was love, dear King, 
 never was grief like thine. 
 This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
 I all my days could gladly spend

(Please stand as you are able.) 
Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Exchange of Peace – (Please exchange a “hands-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.) 

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion:  
      In Person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer.  
      At Home: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or by yourself. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #660 – “Lift High the Cross” verses 1-3 
 
     Refrain 

    Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
     till all the world adore his sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,  
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

2    All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.   Refrain 
 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: “Lift High the Cross” – Jon Shackley 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
Text: Lift High the Cross - © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders! 
- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Linda Graf, Lector                                                               
- Ryu Kroshus, Song Leader  

- Carly Gaddie, Bread 
- Tara Jensen and Brian Buteyn, Camera Techs 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Assistance 
- Stan Franek – Usher 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 
JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/qe6YP5OzLv4 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953     Password: 764934 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny Johnston (Adam’s 
mother), Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, 
Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn 
Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 

St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer:  Karissa Mehr and Jason Melin; Nancy Monson; Amy and Mackenzie Noer 
Fargo Conference Prayer List: Kindred Lutheran Church, Kindred, ND – Pastor Andrew Schlecht 
 

Trans Day of Visibility Event - March 31, 2021:  The FM Area LGBTQ+ College Alliance has worked 
together to book a virtual talk by Alok Vaid-Menon, author of “Beyond the Gender Binary”, for Trans Day of 
Visibility on March 31, 2021. Their keynote will be free and open to the public to attend via Zoom, and the 
event will be livestreamed on Facebook @MSUMRainbowDragonCenter. Here’s the link to the event:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/235151644940203/ 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: The Good Friday worship service will be April 2, at 7pm on Zoom. The 
format is similar to other years with the reading of the passion story and hymns. Thanks in advance to our 
readers: Lee Clarens, Ruth Denton-Graber, Jon Leiseth, Linda Hamann, and Maxine Fagerland. The link for 
this service is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85427461113?pwd=akpMZXNGSGlKY3hUOUJHOTZwRG1aQT09 
Meeting ID: 854 2746 1113   Passcode: 955908 
 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP is at 10 a.m. next Sunday. We will continue our in-person worship as well as 
broadcasting live on You Tube. Tony Christensen will be our guest musician. 
 

FLOWERS FOR EASTER: Please help beautify the sanctuary for Easter Sunday! We invite you 
to donate $15 to St. Mark’s to help purchase a variety of spring flowers. Please write “flowers” on 
the memo line of your check. If you would like to donate in memory or honor of someone, please 
attach a note. 

 
LGBTQ YOUTH AND THE CHURCH SERIES: St. Mark’s is sponsoring two sessions led by Ross 
Murray, author of a new book Made, Known, Loved, on April 11 and 25, at 11:30 a.m. In April of 2016, Ross 
was consecrated as a deacon in the ELCA. Ross is also a founder and director of The Naming Project, a faith-
based camp for LGBTQ youth (www.thenamingproject.org). The sessions will be held on Zoom after our 
fellowship time. Everyone is welcome!  
 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your offerings 
as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, 
ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

https://youtu.be/qe6YP5OzLv4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
https://www.facebook.com/events/235151644940203/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85427461113?pwd=akpMZXNGSGlKY3hUOUJHOTZwRG1aQT09
http://www.thenamingproject.org/
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

