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EASTER SUNDAY —  APRIL 4, 2021 
 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube (not Facebook) 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/H_exNJTYOxM 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
 

Prelude: Christ the Lord is Risen Today - Jan Sanborn 
 

A Litany of Resurrection & Affirmation of Baptism 

L: Christ is risen!    C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!   

L:   Holy God, you are the river of life.  

C:  You are the pool of healing. You are the spring of rebirth.  

L:   Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and creeks.  

C:   Praise to you, O God, for your life-giving waters.  

L:   Through your saving grace, Noah and the animals survived the flood.  

C:   The people of Israel escaped slavery and passed through the sea.   

L:   In the waters of baptism, you welcomed us as beloved children.  

C:   Shower us, O God, with your life-giving Spirit.   

L:   Illumine our days. Dry our tears. Heal our bodies. Restore our souls.   

C:  Wash away the sin within us, and the evil around us.   

L:   This we pray in the name of Jesus, our resurrection and our life.  C: Amen.  

L:   Let us proclaim with joy our Easter faith.  

L:   Christ is risen!  C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! (repeat 3 times)  
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #365 – Jesus Christ is Risen Today” vs 1, 2, and 4 
 

1. Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!  

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!  
  

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!   Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!    

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!  
  

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!  

Praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  
 

Greeting  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

     C: And also with you.    

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/H_exNJTYOxM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Hymn of Praise – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor sings the verse. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. O God,     

C:  You sent Jesus to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious  

      resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may  

      live with you in the promise of new life, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord, who lives and 

      reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9                                                                                              - Ruth Denton-Graber 
 

       6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 

wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this 

mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up 

death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he 

will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we 

have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and 

rejoice in his salvation. 
 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

     

 

Children’s Sermon 

   

 



3 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                           - Ruth Denton-Graber 
 

L: 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

C: 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

L: 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

C: 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

L: 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

C: 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.   

L: 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

C: 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

L: 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

C: 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.   

L: 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

C: 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

L: 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Gospel: Mark 16.1-8 (Please stand as you are able) 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
       1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 

so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 

risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 

been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So 

they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Solo:                                                    “Because He Lives”                                                        Tony Christensen 

 
Sermon: “The First Witnesses” – Pastor Joe 
 
Hymn of the Day – ELW #364: “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia!” vs 1 and 2 
          (Please remain seated for the hymn.)

1    Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 

 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
 

Refrain 

 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 

 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst until its strength by God was dispersed. 

 He who gives life did death undergo, and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 
  
(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy,  
      C:  Hear our prayer. 
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Sign of Peace 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.   C:  And also with you. 
      (Please exchange a “hands-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)  

Great Thanksgiving: 
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion:  
      In Person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer.  
      At Home: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or by yourself. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #385 – “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” verses 1-3 

1    Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

 Now is the triumph of our king! 

 To all the world glad news we bring: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2    The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 

 death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

 let all the world rejoice and say: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 3   Praise we in songs of victory 

 that love, that life, which cannot die, 

 and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Christ is risen!  C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! - Harold Rutz 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS:  
Text: “Now the Feast and Celebration”, Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All  rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
Text: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” © 1958 ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin.  Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
Text: “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania  and Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson,  admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
“Because He Lives”Copyright © 1971 Hanna Street Music (BMI) (adm. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com) All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders! 

 

- Joe Larson, Pastor 

- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

- Ruth Denton-Graber, Lector 

- Tony Christensen, Song Leader and Soloist 

- Kim Olson, Camera Tech 

 

- Charlie Jordan and Naomi Franek, Ushers 

- Tammy Lanaghan, Media Assistance 

 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 5810 
 
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


5 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 
LGBTQ individuals. 
 
JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
(not Facebook) at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue—we’re excited to be back!  

The link for this service is:  https://youtu.be/H_exNJTYOxM 
 

You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
Meeting ID: 895 9906 1953     Password: 764934 
 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Jane Radig, Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny 
Johnston (Adam’s mother), Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva 
Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry Jacobson, 
Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie 
Jordan. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer:  David and Kristen Pagel, Jane Radig, Sherry Renneke, and Daniel Ringwelski 
Fargo Conference List: St. Paul and Buffalo Lutheran Churches, Tower City, ND – Pastor Bill Ahlfeldt  
 
LGBTQ YOUTH AND THE CHURCH SERIES: St. Mark’s is sponsoring two sessions led by Ross 
Murray, author of a new book Made, Known, Loved, on April 11 and 25, at 11:30 a.m. In April of 2016, Ross 
was consecrated as a deacon in the ELCA. Ross is also a founder and director of The Naming Project, a faith-
based camp for LGBTQ youth (www.thenamingproject.org). The sessions will be held on Zoom after our 
fellowship time. Everyone is welcome! Here is the Zoom meeting link (you need to pre-register) for both 
sessions:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85186855503?pwd=S1pkUkFiajJNTlZzdnpyOUFaNWtxdz09 
 

ON VACATION: Naomi will be out of the office this week. Please email (admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com) 

or leave a message on the phone (701.235.5591). Pastor Joe and Tammy will be in the office most of the week 

and will check messages. Thanks! 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support this year! Please continue to send in your offerings 
as you are able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, 
ND 58103. You can also donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

 

 
THANKS FOR THE EASTER FLOWERS! 

 

Babs Coler - In honor and thanks for her grandsons, Macklin and Harrison 

Phyllis Schreiner and family - Remembering Leo and other loved ones 

Brian Buteyn – In memory of my mom, Rosie Buteyn 

Ryu and Haley Kroshus – In memory of Shirley McCorquodale (Ryu’s Grandma) 

Charlie Jordan and Joe Larson – In memory of Dona and Sam Jordan, George and Mildred Larson, and Steve Cassidy 

Ben and Emily Coler Hanson 

Ruth Denton-Graber, Sarah, and PJ – In memory of Brad Graber 

Tammy Lanaghan – In memory of David and Mary Jean Lanaghan 

Kermit and Marilyn Jensen - In memory of loved ones 

Galen and Helen Beth Kuhens – In memory of Berma Vaala Johnson (Helen Beth’s mother)                                                                              

    and Mary Torkelson Kuhens (Galen’s first wife)  

https://youtu.be/H_exNJTYOxM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
http://www.thenamingproject.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85186855503?pwd=S1pkUkFiajJNTlZzdnpyOUFaNWtxdz09
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html

