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THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER —  APRIL 18, 2021 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/2yI7ioBR6uw 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg

 

Prelude: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” - Anna Laura Page  

 

Opening Litany  (For those present in-person, please stand as you are able.) 

L:  Christ is risen!   

C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

L:  O God, sometimes we get caught up in our fear of things known and unknown. 

C:  We shut our doors and hide from the world around us. 

L:  O God, sometimes we grow weary in body and soul. 

C:  We turn inward and close our hearts to compassion. 

L:  But perfect love casts out fear, 

C:  As the risen Christ walks into our lives each day. 

L: Even when we feel confused and doubt ourselves. 

C: Jesus welcomes us with words of peace and love. 

L: For in the risen Christ, we see life that overcomes death. 

C: We find joy that makes pain bearable and faith that makes room for doubt. 

L: O risen Christ, come among us and breathe upon us your Spirit. 

C: The breath of peace. The spirit of gentleness. The wind of hope. 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #389 – “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” vs 1, 3, and 5 

1    Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,  

where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

       

     Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

     and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 

 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Greeting  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

     C: And also with you.    

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Hymn of Praise – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor sings the verse. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Holy and righteous God,     

C:  You are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life,  

 that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives  

 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
First Reading: 1 John 3:1-7                                           - Helen Beth Kuhens 
 
        1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 

we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for 

we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to 

take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him 

or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he 

is righteous. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

     

Children’s Sermon 
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Psalm 4 (read responsively)        
L: Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 
   you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
C: 2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; 
   how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
L: 3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; 
   the LORD will hear me when I call. 
C: 4Tremble, then, and do not sin; 
   speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.   
L: 5Offer the appointed sacrifices, 
   and put your trust in the LORD. 
C: 6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” 
   Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
L: 7You have put gladness in my heart, 
   more than when grain and wine abound. 
C: 8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; 
   for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 24.36b-48   (Please stand as you are able.) 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon: “Unexpected” - Pastor Joe 
 

Hymn of the Day – ELW #712: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” - vs 1-3 

          (Please remain seated for the hymn.) 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share.
 
Prayers of Intercession (Please stand as you are able.) Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 
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Sign of Peace 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
            (For in-person, please exchange a “touch-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)  
 

Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion 

      In-person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer.  

                         Note: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 

      At Home: We invite you to receive the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or by yourself. 

      
Communion Hymn:  ELW #462 – “Now We Join in Celebration” verses 1-2 

1 Now we join in celebration 

 at our Savior's invitation, 

 dressed no more in spirit somber, 

 clothed instead in joy and wonder; 

 for the Lord of all existence, 

 putting off divine transcendence, 

 stoops again in love to meet us, 

 with his very life to feed us. 

 

2    Lord, as round this feast we gather, 

 fill our hearts with holy rapture! 

 For this bread and cup of blessing 

 are for us the sure possessing 

 of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 

 of your living self, our vict'ry, 

 pledge of your unfailing presence, 

 foretaste here of heav'nly gladness.

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick.  C: Thanks be to God.
 
 

Postlude: “Now We Join in Celebration” - John Leavitt

COPYRIGHTS:  
“Christ Is Alive!” - Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188..All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” - Text: Albert F. Bayly, Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted under  

ONE LICENSE # A-726218 

“Now We Join in Celebration” - Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under  
ONE LICENSE # A-726218 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 

“Now the Feast and Celebration” - Text and Music: Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All rights reserved. Reprinted under  
ONE LICENSE # A-726218 

Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!

- Joe Larson, Pastor 

- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

- Helen Beth Kuhens, Lector 

- Tony Christensen, Song Leader  

- Brian Buteyn, Camera Technician 

- Stan and Naomi Franek, Usher/Altar Guild 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, 
including LGBTQ individuals. 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube  
at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue.  

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/2yI7ioBR6uw 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
LINK FOR FELLOWSHIP TIME: After today’s worship, join us for fellowship on Zoom: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 
 Meeting ID: 814 5293 8496   Passcode: 805687 

To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 
 
LGBTQ YOUTH AND THE CHURCH SERIES: St. Mark’s is sponsoring the second of two sessions led by 
Ross Murray, author of a new book Made, Known, Loved, on April 25, at 11:30 a.m. Ross is a Lutheran deacon 
and director of The Naming Project, a faith-based camp for LGBTQ youth (www.thenamingproject.org).  
The sessions will be held on Zoom after fellowship time. Everyone is welcome! Here is the Zoom meeting link 
for next week’s session: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85186855503?pwd=S1pkUkFiajJNTlZzdnpyOUFaNWtxdz09 
Meeting ID: 851 8685 5503   Passcode: 134233 
To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 

 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny Johnston (Adam’s 
mother), Al (friend of Barbara Edin), Adam Henshel (Alpha’s nephew), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, 
Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell 
Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer: Peter, Julia, Lara, Emma, and Tania Schott; Phyllis and Jodi Schreiner 
Fargo Conference List: Martin’s Lutheran Church, Casselton, ND; Mike Jacobson and Keith Walka, Pastors 
 
COMMUNION NOTE: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 
 
OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support! Please continue to send in your offerings as you are 
able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. 
You also can donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
- Query Book Discussion: April 20, 5:30 pm 
- Church Council Meeting: April 22, 5:30 pm 
- Grief and Loss Group: April 29, 7 pm (note date change) 
 

                  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
http://www.thenamingproject.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85186855503?pwd=S1pkUkFiajJNTlZzdnpyOUFaNWtxdz09
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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