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SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER —  May 9, 2021 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/1mEDGKXJz0M 
 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg

 

Prelude:   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL – arr. Joel Raney 

 
Opening Litany  (For those present in-person, please stand as you are able.) 

L:  Christ is risen!   

C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

L:  O God, sometimes we get caught up in our fear of things known and unknown. 

C:  We shut our doors and hide from the world around us. 

L:  O God, sometimes we grow weary of our lives and other people. 

C:  We turn inward and close our hearts to compassion. 

L:  But perfect love casts out fear, 

C:  As the risen Christ walks into our lives each day. 

L: Even when we feel confused and doubt ourselves. 

C: Jesus welcomes us with words of peace and love. 

L: For in the risen Christ, we see life that overcomes death. 

C: We find joy that makes pain bearable and faith that makes room for doubt. 

L: O risen Christ, come among us and breathe upon us your Spirit. 

C: The breath of peace. The spirit of gentleness. The wind of hope. 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #631 – “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” vs 1-3 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

https://youtu.be/1mEDGKXJz0M
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

     C: And also with you.    

 

Hymn of Praise – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor sings the verse. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. O God, 

C: You have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts  

 such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,  

 which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: 1 John 5:1-6                                                                                                    - Linda Graf 
 

        1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 

loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, 

our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 

     

Children’s Sermon – (The words to “Joy is Like the Rain” are found on page 6.) 
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Psalm 98  (read responsively)           - Linda Graf 
 

L: 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

   whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

C: 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

   you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

L: 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

   all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

C: 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

   lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.   

L: 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

   with the harp and the voice of song. 

C: 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

   shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

L: 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

   the world and those who dwell therein. 

C: 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

   and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 

L: 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

   and the peoples with equity.  

                                                                                                    
L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: John 15:9-17   (Please stand as you are able.) 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose 

me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon: Pastor Joe 

 

 

Hymn of the Day – ELW #358: “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” vs 1, 2, and 5  

          (Please remain seated for the hymn.)  
 
1 Great God, your love has called us here 

 as we, by love, for love were made. 

 Your living likeness still we bear, 

 though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

 We come, with all our heart and mind 

 your call to hear, your love to find. 

 

2 We come with self-inflicted pains 

 of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

 half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

 by social forces swept along, 

 by powers and systems close confined 

 yet seeking hope for humankind. 

 

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free 

 your life to live, your joy to share. 

 Give us your Spirit's liberty 

 to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

 and offer all that faith can do 

 while love is making all things new. 
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Prayers of Intercession (Please stand as you are able.) Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:   Lord in your mercy,   
      C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Sign of Peace 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
            (For in-person, please exchange a “touch-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)  
 

Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion 

      In-person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer.  

                         Note: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 

      At Home: We invite you to receive the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or by yourself. 

      
Communion Hymn:  ELW #836 – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” vs 1-2 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing

Announcements 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Christ is risen!  C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
 

Postlude:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee HYMN OF JOY - arr. by Becki Slagle Mayo  

 
COPYRIGHTS:  
“Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” – Text: Brian Wren © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE 

LICENSE # A-726218      

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
  “Now the Feast and Celebration” - Text and Music: Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All rights reserved. Reprinted under  

 ONE LICENSE # A-726218 

“Love Divine All Loves Excelling” – Music: arr. Joel Raney, © 2008 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-
726218   (Prelude) 

“Hymn of Joy” – Music: arr. Becki Slagel Mayo, © 2006 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218   

(Postlude) 
“Joy is Like the Rain” – Words and Music: Miriam Therese Winter © 1965 by Medical Mission Sisters, Vanguard Music Corp. Used by permission. 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!

- Joe Larson, Pastor 

- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

- Linda Graf, Lector 

- Ryu Kroshus, Song Leader  

- Kim Johnson, Camera Technician 

- Naomi Franek, Altar Guild/Bread  

- Stan Franek, Usher 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, 
including LGBTQ individuals. 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube  
at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue.  

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/1mEDGKXJz0M  
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Bill Roeszler, Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny 
Johnston (Adam’s mother), Al and Nels (friends of Barbara Edin), Adam Henshel (Alpha’s nephew), Tierra 
Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn 
Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer: Becky Barry; Byron Bjore; Lisa Bingham and Kevyn Buckle; and Anna Burger 
Fargo Conference List: Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fargo – Pastor Tim Stoa 
 
ART & RELIGION: A two-part “Art and Religion” series will be sponsored by St. Mark’s and Temple Beth 

El on May 9 and 23! Both sessions will be held on Zoom at 11:30 after our fellowship time. Pastor Joe and 

Rabbi Janeen Kobrinsky will lead the sessions. The link below is for both coffee fellowship AND the Art 

and Religion series on May 9 and 23: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89620548011?pwd=R00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLeWErTEc1UT09 

Meeting ID: 896 2054 8011      

Passcode: 905896          

To call in to Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 
 

PASTOR JOE’S PANDEMIC ART SHOW & OPEN HOUSE! Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 15, 

for Pastor Joe’s Open House from 1-4pm at our office building on Main Avenue. The paintings are for sale but 

will remain on display until the end of July. Proceeds will benefit St. Mark’s. Come and celebrate Pastor Joe’s 

first Art Show! Refreshments will be served. (The paintings are now hanging in the hallways at the RSBC and 

in our office suite.) 

 

THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING will be on Sunday, May 16, at 11:15am.  The council has chosen a 

“hybrid” model so one can attend in-person at the synagogue or from home through Zoom. The agenda of the 

meeting includes election of council members and reports from the council and Pastor Joe. Copies of the report 

will be sent out by email before the meeting. The link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 

Meeting ID: 814 5293 8496         

Passcode: 805687 
To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89620548011?pwd=R00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLeWErTEc1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
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BOOK READING: Zandbroz Variety and St. Mark's is sponsoring a book reading on May 13, 2021, at 7pm 

featuring Ross Murray author of "Made, Known, Loved." Through the debates about the inclusion of LGBTQ 

people in the life of the church, one overlooked community is LGBTQ youth. Made, Known, Loved: 

Developing LGBTQ-Inclusive Youth Ministry builds on experience and wisdom cultivated through The 

Naming Project, a ministry created at the intersection of youth, faith, and LGBTQ identity. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucOispzkiGdZI1On0C6dajSvbN2bbOSB3 

 

OFFERINGS: St. Mark’s needs your continued support! Please continue to send in your offerings as you are 

able. Our mailing address is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 417 Main Ave., Suite #401, Fargo, ND 58103. 

You also can donate online at www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. 

 
 
                  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

          

Song for Children’s Sermon 

"Joy is Like the Rain"   by Sister Miriam Therese Winter 

 

1.  I saw raindrops on my window  
 Joy is like the rain.  

             Laughter runs across my pain  
             Slips away and comes again.  
             Joy is like the rain.  
 

2. I saw clouds upon a mountain  
Joy is like a cloud  
Sometimes silver, sometimes gray,  
Always sun not far away.  
Joy is like a cloud. 
  

3. I saw Christ in wind and thunder,  
Joy is tried by storm.  
Christ asleep within my boat,  
Whipped by wind, yet still afloat.  
Joy is tried by storm.  
 

4. I saw raindrops on my window  
Joy is like the rain.  
Bit by bit the river grows,  
Till all at once it overflows.  
Joy is like the rain.   

 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEucOispzkiGdZI1On0C6dajSvbN2bbOSB3
http://www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

