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SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER —  May 16, 2021 

This service will be livestreamed on YouTube 
 at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/33j0SmqA8Jw 

You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg

 

Prelude: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing - NETTLETON - arr. by Becki Slagle Mayo  

 
Opening Litany  (For those present in-person, please stand as you are able.) 

L:  Christ is risen!   

C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

L:  O God, sometimes we get caught up in our fear of things known and unknown. 

C:  We shut our doors and hide from the world around us. 

L:  O God, sometimes we grow weary of our lives and other people. 

C:  We turn inward and close our hearts to compassion. 

L:  But perfect love casts out fear, 

C:  As the risen Christ walks into our lives each day. 

L: Even when we feel confused and doubt ourselves. 

C: Jesus welcomes us with words of peace and love. 

L: For in the risen Christ, we see life that overcomes death. 

C: We find joy that makes pain bearable and faith that makes room for doubt. 

L: O risen Christ, come among us and breathe upon us your Spirit. 

C: The breath of peace. The spirit of gentleness. The wind of hope. 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn:  ELW #843 – “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” -  Verses 1-3 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

 with a liberating light; 

 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 

 turning blindness into sight. 

 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 

 healing ev'ry dread disease, 

 calming storms and feeding thousands 

 with the very bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

 with a strong yet gentle word; 

 praise the One who drove out demons 

 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 

 Praise the One who brings cool water 

 to the desert's burning sand; 

 from this well comes living water 

 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

 

3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 

 Christ, who suffered in our place; 

 Jesus died and rose for many  

 that we may know God by grace. 

 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  

 seeing what our God has done. 

 Praise the one redeeming glory;  

 praise the One who makes us one. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

     C: And also with you.    

 

Hymn of Praise – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor sings the verse. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Gracious and glorious God, 

 C:  You have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By 

your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17 , 21-26                                                                                                 - Jane Radig 
 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 

persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and 

was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that 

the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was 

taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, 

you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, 

and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Sermon  
 

Psalm 1 (read responsively)                     - Jane Radig 
 

L: 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

       nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

C: 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

       and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.   

L: 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 

         with leaves that do not wither; 

       everything they  do shall prosper. 

C: 4It is not so with the wicked; 

   they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

L: 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

   nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

C: 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

   but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

                                                                                                    
L: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: John 17:6-19   (Please stand as you are able.) 
      [Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from 

you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 

came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 

the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of 

them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to 

you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given 

them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 

world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do 

not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you 

have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they 

also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon:  “The Dividing Line” - Pastor Joe 
 

 

Hymn of the Day – ELW #482: “I Come with Joy” - Verses 1, 3 & 5  

          (Please remain seated for the hymn.)  

1    I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 
 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
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Prayers of Intercession (Please stand as you are able.) Each petition ends with the following response: 
      L:   Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Sign of Peace 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.   C:  And also with you. 
            (For in-person, please exchange a “touch-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)  
 

Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion (Please be seated.) 
      In-person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer.  
                         Note: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 
      At Home: We invite you to receive the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or by yourself. 
      
Communion Hymn:  ELW #544– “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” - Verses 1-3 

1    Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, 
 worship, thanks, devotion voicing: 
 glory be to God on high! 
 Christ, your cross and passion sharing, 
 by this eucharist declaring 
 yours the final victory. 
 
2 Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, 
 lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 
 ears attentive to your word; 
 by your blood new life receiving, 
 in your body, firm believing, 
 we are yours, and you the Lord. 
 

3 Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, 
 we go forth alert and living 
 in your Spirit, strong and free. 
 Partners in your new creation, 
 seeking peace in ev'ry nation, 
 may we faithful foll'wers be. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Christ is risen!  C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude: NETTLETON - arr. by John Carter  
  
 

COPYRIGHTS: 
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” – Text: Rusty Edwards, © 1987 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-
726218    
“I Come with Joy” - Text: Brian A. Wren, © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218         
“Praise the Lord Rise Up Rejoicing” - Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, © Oxford University Press; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE  
# A-726218      
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 
  “Now the Feast and Celebration” - Text and Music: Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All rights reserved. Reprinted under  
ONE LICENSE # A-726218
Prelude -  Music: NETTLETON, arr. Becki Slagle Mayo © 2006 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. Reprinted under  
ONE LICENSE # A-726218
 Postlude - Music: NETTLETON, arr. John Carter © 2003 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. Reprinted under  
ONE LICENSE # A-726218 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!

- Joe Larson, Pastor 

- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

- Jane Radig, Lector 

- Tara Jensen, Camera Technician 

- Mary Jane Haugen, Altar Guild  

- Maxine Fagerland, Usher 

- Naomi Franek, Bread 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, 
including LGBTQ individuals. 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube  
at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue.  

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/33j0SmqA8Jw 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Bill Roeszler, Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Ginny 
Johnston (Adam’s mother), Al and Nels (friends of Barbara Edin), Adam Henshel (Alpha’s nephew), Tierra 
Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, Jerry Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn 
Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and Charlie Jordan. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer: Jacqueline Bussie, Brian Buteyn, Lee Clarens and Cindy Roholt, and                                
Brian Christensen.  Fargo Conference List: Elim Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND – Pastor Carol Strand 

 

THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING is today after worship at 11:15am.  The council has chosen a 

“hybrid” model so one can attend in-person at the synagogue or from home through Zoom. The agenda of the 

meeting includes election of council members and reports from the council and Pastor Joe. The link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL 

To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 814 5293 8496        Passcode: 805687 

 
QUERY BOOK DISCUSSION is rescheduled for Tuesday, May 25, from 5:30-7pm on Zoom. May’s 
selection is “They Both Die at the End” by Adam Silvera. Please contact Pastor Joe or Tammy Lanaghan  
for the link: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com or shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 
ART & RELIGION SERIES: Rabbi Janeen Kobrinsky will present and discuss her artwork on Sunday, May 
23, at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. The link for fellowship time and the presentation is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89620548011?pwd=R00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLeWErTEc1UT09 

Meeting ID: 896 2054 8011      

Passcode: 905896         To call into Zoom meeting, dial: 1-312-626-6799 

 

 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 

Contact Us: Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

https://youtu.be/33j0SmqA8Jw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuuhrTMuE9I7FYMGqX_Kq9TS7EwBDLyL
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89620548011?pwd=R00wTmxMRDIrSXFtRUtLeWErTEc1UT09
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
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