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PENTECOST 15— SEPTEMER 5, 2021 
                                    This service will be livestreamed on YouTube 

at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 
The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/dz0NFZU6izQ 

                                          You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg

Prelude: “A World of Peace” - Andre E Ferreira           
   

Confession and Forgiveness (read responsively)  

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.  
C:  Amen.  
L:  Seeking reconciliation with God and our neighbor,  
      let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. (A brief silence is kept for reflection.) 
  
L:  Reconciling God,  
C:  We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another,  
      and against the earth entrusted to our care.  
 We are worried and distracted by many things.  
 We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  
 We are silent in the face of racism and all that separates us from our human siblings.  
 For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
 that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

 P:  Beloved, by the radical abundance of divine grace, we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus.  
 Even when we feel hopeless or alone or filled with shame, we have the promise that God loves you and 
      me. We are forgiven and set free from all that oppresses us.  May that promise give you comfort and  
      hope, today and always. C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW #731 – “Earth and All Stars!”  

 

1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 

 Hail, wind, and rain!                                                        

Loud blowing snowstorm! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

Refrain 

 God has done marvelous things. 

 I too sing praises with a new song! 

 

2 Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing cymbals! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 

 Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming cellos! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

 

 

3 Engines and steel! Loud pounding hammers! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 

 Limestone and beams!                                                         

Loud building workers! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

4 Classrooms and labs!                                                               

Loud boiling test tubes! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 

 Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

 

5 Knowledge and truth!                                                          

Loud sounding wisdom! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 

 Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 

https://youtu.be/dz0NFZU6izQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Greeting  

 L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.

Kyrie – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor or Cantor sings the verse. 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray. Gracious God, 

C: Throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the power  

     of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 

     Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 35:4-7                                                                                          - Cindy Roholt 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

   5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.
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Children’s Sermon 

 

Psalm 146 (Lector and Congregation read responsively) 

 

 1Hallelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 3Put not your trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 

  and in that day their thoughts perish.   

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

  who keeps promises forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

  the LORD loves the righteous.   

 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

                                                                                        
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Mark 7:24-37  
       1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 
2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 

Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 

the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 

traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes 

asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 
6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 

 7in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is 

nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon: “Persistent”  - Pastor Joe  
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #726 – “Light Dawns on a Weary World”  
(Please remain seated for the hymn.)

1    Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see 

all people's dignity. 

Light dawns on a weary world: 

the promised day of justice comes. 

 

Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 

the dry lands, gush with springs; 

the hills and mountains shall break forth 

with singing! 

We shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

2 Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread 

and children's dreams are fed. 

Love grows in a weary world: 

the promised feast of plenty comes.  

Refrain 

 

3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 

find wilderness reborn. 

Hope blooms in a weary world: 

the promised green of Eden comes.  

Refrain 

  

 

Prayers of Intercession (Please stand as you are able.) Each petition ends with the following response: 

      L:   Lord in your mercy,  

      C:  Hear our prayer. 

Sign of Peace 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.    

C:  And also with you. 

            (For in-person, please exchange a “touch-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)

Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.    

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.         

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

 

Communion (Please be seated.) 
 
 In-person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer or 
                          the gluten-free wafers available at the usher’s table. 
 
       Note: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 
 
       At Home: We invite you to receive the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or individually. 
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Communion Hymn:  ELW #466 – “In the Singing”  

 

1 In the singing, in the silence, in the hands expectant, open,  

 in the blessing, in the breaking, in your presence at this table,  

Refrain 

 Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, be the wine of grace; 

 Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, be the bread of peace. 

 

2 In the question, in the answer, in the moment of acceptance, 

 in the heart's cry, in the healing, in the circle of your people, Refrain 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

           
 
Announcements  
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick. C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: Courante - George Friedrich Handel 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 

“Now the Feast and Celebration: Kyrie” - Text and Music: Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # A-726218 

“Holden Evening Prayer: Final Blessing” – Text and Music: Marty Haugen, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

“Earth and All Stars” – Text: Herbert Brokering and Music: David N. Johnson ©1968 Augsburg Publishing House; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-

726218 
“Light Dawns on a Weary World” – Text: Mary Louise Bringle ©2002 GIA Publications and Music: William P. Rowan, ©2000 admin. GIA Publications; All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

“In the Singing” – Text: Shirley Erena Murray and Music: Carlton R. Young ©1996 Hope Publishing; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

 

 Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!

- Joe Larson, Pastor - Tara Jensen, Songleader/Camera Technician 

- Alpha Roeszler, Piano - Naomi Franek, Altar Guild/Bread 

- Cindy Roholt, Lector - Stan Franek, Usher
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 

Worship Location: Temple Beth El, 809 11th Ave S, Fargo, ND  

Contact Us:  

Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

Church Office: 701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including LGBTQ 

individuals. 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube  

at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue. The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/dz0NFZU6izQ 

You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Matt Sletten (Linda Graf’s son-in-law), Bill Roeszler, Marilyn and 

Kermit Jensen, Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger, Al and Nels (friends of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, 

Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, Jerry Jacobson, Leah Martell Torkelson, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware. 

 

St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer: Melissa Varanai; Wendy Witteman; Raydon Workin; Barbie and Milt Yergens 

Fargo Conference List: New Hope Lutheran, Leonard, ND – Pastor Samuel Propsom 
 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation Policy updated August 18, 2021: 

“Due to the increased cases of Covid-19 and its variants, although not required for the fully vaccinated, members are 

encouraged to resume wearing masks during inside services and while singing. The exchange of peace and Holy 

Communion will continue to be shared in a contact free manner.  Coffee Hour remains suspended until further notice. 

Hand Sanitizer and masks are available in the worship space. Please observe social distancing guidance of 6 feet apart from 

those outside your household.”    - St. Mark's Council 
 

OUT OF DARKNESS FM AREA WALK: Please contact Kim Johnson (kimgringolet@gmail.com) if you are interested 

in participating in the annual Out of Darkness FM Area Walk on Sunday, September 12, at Scheel’s Arena, 2-5pm, 

sponsored by American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  

Website: https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=7575 
 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS: Please contact Charlie Jordan (fiestaboy40@gmail.com) if you are interested in 

participating on the St. Mark’s team on Saturday morning, September 18, at the RRV Fairgrounds in West Fargo. You are 

encouraged to walk and/or donate to this cause. Website: https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2021/MN-Minnesota... 
 
RETIREMENT PARTY FOR NAOMI FRANEK: St. Mark's will be hosting a retirement celebration for Naomi on 

September 12 after worship (starting @11:15 am) on the lawn of Temple Beth El Synagogue. Cupcakes, Coffee, and water 

will be served. We are so grateful for Naomi's 14 years of service and ministry to our congregation. Naomi served as our 

administrative assistant during several major changes (leaving St. Mark's original building, our transition to Elim, and the 

subsequent moves to Prairie St. John's and now Temple Beth El Synagogue.) She has been a blessing to all of us! 

 

HIGH HOLIDAYS SCHEDULE: St. Mark’s is invited to attend services at Temple Beth El for Rosh HaShanah and 

Yom Kippur. Bev Jacobson informed us that they are restricting attendance to those individuals that are fully vaccinated.
 

Rosh HaShanah: 
Erev Rosh HaShanah service - Monday Sept 6 at 8pm 
Rosh HaShanah morning service - Tuesday Sept 7 at 10am 

Yom Kippur: 

Yom Kippur: 

Kol Nidre service – Wednesday Sept 15 at 8pm 
Yom Kippur morning service – Thursday Sept 16 at 10am 

Yom Kippur afternoon service – Thursday Sept 16 at 4pm 

 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
https://youtu.be/dz0NFZU6izQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
mailto:kimgringolet@gmail.com
https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=7575
https://www.bing.com/search?q=walk+to+end+alzheimer%27s+fargo+nd&form=ANNTH1&refig=61f6c10623e04fcdacc327e3382ede5f
https://www.bing.com/search?q=walk+to+end+alzheimer%27s+fargo+nd&form=ANNTH1&refig=61f6c10623e04fcdacc327e3382ede5f

