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PENTECOST 16— September 12, 2021 
                                    This service will be livestreamed on YouTube 

at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue 
The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/B7q01U_9Shc 

                                          You can also access it via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg

Prelude: “Lift High the Cross” -  arr. by Faye Lopez             
   

Confession of Sin (read responsively)   

L:   Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity,  

            the one who fashions us, the one who heals us,  

            the one who reforms us again and again. (Silence for reflection.)  

  

L:   Source of all life,  

C:   We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  

       We fear that we are not good enough.  

       We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it.         

       We take offense when others criticize us, but refuse to admit the ways we                

            hurt our neighbor through racism and oppressive systems.  

       In your mercy, forgive us, renew us and lead us.   

       That we may become a church  

        powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

            and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.  

  

L:   Beloved, God hears our cry and sends the Spirit  

  to empower our lives in the world. 

      Hear these words of promise:  

      God’s love for you is unconditional              

     and your sins are forgiven.  

      Together as God’s people, we are raised up              

     and set free from all that holds us in bondage,             

  in the name ☩ of Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #660 – “Lift High the Cross” vs 1-3 (see attached songsheet) 

 

Greeting  

 L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.

https://youtu.be/B7q01U_9Shc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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Kyrie – Congregation sings the refrain. Pastor or Cantor sings the verse. 
 

            
 

Prayer of the Day 

L:  Let us pray. O God, 

C: Through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 

transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our 

cross, and follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9 

 

 4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Psalm 116:1-9 (read responsively) 

 

 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

  I came to grief and sorrow. 

 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”   

 5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 

  our God is full of compassion. 

 6The LORD watches over the innocent; 

  I was brought low, and God saved me. 

 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

  for the LORD has dealt well with you. 

 8For you have rescued my life from death, 

  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 

 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 

  in the land of the living.                                                                                         
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L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 
         27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 

others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 

the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite 

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them 

to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 

are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 

be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon – Pastor Joe  

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #770 – “Give Me Jesus” vs 1-4 (see attached songsheet) 
(Please remain seated for the hymn.) 

Prayers of Intercession (Please stand as you are able.) Each petition ends with the following response: 

      L:   Lord in your mercy,  

      C:  Hear our prayer. 

Sign of Peace 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.    

C:  And also with you. 

            (For in-person, please exchange a “touch-free” bow or hand wave from where you are sitting.)

Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.    

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.         

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Communion (Please be seated.) 
 
 In-person: We invite you to commune individually from your seats with the pre-packaged juice & wafer or 
                          the gluten-free wafers available at the usher’s table. 
 
       Note: The usher will collect your empty communion cups during the communion hymn. 
 
       At Home: We invite you to receive the bread and wine/grape juice with one another or individually. 
 

Communion Hymn:  ELW #774 – “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (see attached songsheet) 

 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing
          
Announcements  
 
Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Remember the poor and sick. C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” - Anna Laura Page   
 
Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders!

- Joe Larson, Pastor 
- Alpha Roeszler, Piano 
- Mary Jane Haugen, Lector 
 

- Kim Johnson, Camera Technician 
- Tammy Lanaghan, Altar Guild/Bread  
- Ruth Denton-Graber, Usher

 
COPYRIGHTS: 
 
Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress SB131250 

“Kyrie” – Larry Olson ©1989 Dakota Road Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

“Lift High the Cross” – Text and Tune: ©1974 Hope Publishing. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

“Give Me Jesus” - Tune: arr ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” – Tune: arr. by Anna Laura Page  ©2008 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

 
 
 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    

Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
Worship Location: Temple Beth El, 809 11th Ave S, Fargo, ND  
Contact Us:  
Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591; Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, 
including LGBTQ individuals. 

JOIN US TODAY on YouTube!  This morning’s worship service will be livestreamed on YouTube  
at 10 a.m. from Temple Beth El Synagogue.  

The link for this service is: https://youtu.be/B7q01U_9Shc 
You can also access this service via St. Mark’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

 

mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Marcie Danielson, Jacqueline Bussie,  Matt Sletten                            
(Linda Graf’s son-in-law), Bill Roeszler, Marilyn and Kermit Jensen, Maxine Fagerland, Anna Burger,                                
Al and Nels (friends of Barbara Edin), Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt,                                                 
Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, Jerry Jacobson, Leah Martell Torkelson, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware. 
 
St. Mark’s Circle of Prayer: Becky Barry; Byron Bjore; Lisa Brigham and Kevyn Buckle 
Fargo Conference List: Zion Lutheran Church, Oriska, ND – Dan Faust, Pastor  

 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation Policy updated August 18, 2021: 

“Due to the increased cases of Covid-19 and its variants, although not required for the fully vaccinated, members 

are encouraged to resume wearing masks during inside services and while singing. The exchange of peace and 

Holy Communion will continue to be shared in a contact free manner.  Coffee Hour remains suspended until 

further notice. Hand Sanitizer and masks are available in the worship space. Please observe social distancing 

guidance of 6 feet apart from those outside your household.”    - St. Mark's Council 

 

OUT OF DARKNESS FM AREA WALK: Please contact Kim Johnson (kimgringolet@gmail.com) if you are 

interested in participating in the annual Out of Darkness FM Area Walk on Sunday, September 12, at Scheel’s 

Arena, 2-5pm, sponsored by American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  

Website: https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=7575 

 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS: Please contact Charlie Jordan (fiestaboy40@gmail.com) if you are 

interested in participating on the St. Mark’s team on Saturday morning, September 18, at the RRV Fairgrounds 

in West Fargo. You are encouraged to walk and/or donate to this cause. Website: 

https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2021/MN-Minnesota... 

 

F-M LGBT FILM FESTIVAL is September 13-18. Tickets and passes for the festival are on sale. Here’s the 

website for more information: www.human-family.org/fmlgbtff/  

 

HIGH HOLIDAYS SCHEDULE: St. Mark’s is invited to attend services at Temple Beth El for Yom Kippur. 

Bev Jacobson informed us that they are restricting attendance to those individuals that are fully vaccinated.

Yom Kippur: 

Kol Nidre Service – Wednesday Sept 15 at 8pm 

Yom Kippur Services - Thursday Sept 16 at 10am and 4pm 

 

RETIREMENT PARTY FOR NAOMI FRANEK: St. Mark's will be hosting a retirement celebration for 

Naomi on Sept 12 after worship (starting @11:15 am) on the lawn of Temple Beth El Synagogue. Cupcakes, 

Coffee, and water will be served. We are so grateful for Naomi's 14 years of service and ministry to our 

congregation. Naomi served as our administrative assistant during several major changes (leaving St. 

Mark's original building, our transition to Elim, and the subsequent moves to Prairie St. John's and now 

Temple Beth El Synagogue.) She has been a blessing to all of us! Pastor Joe 

 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT HIRED: We welcomed Elizabeth Cruz to our staff at St. Mark’s 

on September 7, 2021. Please stop in the office sometime and introduce yourself!  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL meets on Wednesday, September 15, at 5:30pm at the office and online. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kimgringolet@gmail.com
https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=7575
https://www.bing.com/search?q=walk+to+end+alzheimer%27s+fargo+nd&form=ANNTH1&refig=61f6c10623e04fcdacc327e3382ede5f
https://www.bing.com/search?q=walk+to+end+alzheimer%27s+fargo+nd&form=ANNTH1&refig=61f6c10623e04fcdacc327e3382ede5f
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW 660 - vs 1-3 

 
 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 770 - vs 1-4 

     

 
 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 774 
 

 
 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE-LICENSE # A-726218 

 


