
1 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Epiphany Sunday —  January 3, 2020 

 

Prelude: We Three Kings of Orient Are - Faye Løpez 

 

Confession and Forgiveness                       
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

  who shines in glory, 

  clothes us in compassion, 

  and bears gifts of mercy for all. Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

L: God, wonderful counselor, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your gifts 

 and chosen our own way. 

 We have not made room for you 

 in our hearts or in our world. 

 We have lived in fear; 

 we have not welcomed the stranger; 

 we desire gifts that will not endure. 

 Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

 and open us to receive the peace of Jesus 

 dwelling in and among us. Amen. 
L: God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved,  
      not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living  
      in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for you, now and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #301 – Bright and Glorious is the Sky - vs 1, 2, 3 and 5 

 

1 Bright and glorious is the sky, 

 radiant are the heavens high 

 where the golden stars are shining. 

 All their rays to earth inclining 

 beckon us to heav'n above, 

 beckon us to heav'n above. 

 

2 On that holy Christmas night 

through the darkness beamed a light; 

all the stars above were paling. 

all their luster slowly failing 

 as the wondrous star drew nigh, 

 as the wondrous star drew nigh.. 

 

3 Sages from the East afar, 

 when they saw this wondrous star, 

 went to find the king of nations 

 and to offer their oblations 

 to the child, the newborn king, 

 to the child, the newborn king. 

 

5    Guided by the star, they found 

 him whose praise the ages sound. 

 We too have a star to guide us, 

 which forever will provide us 

 with the light to find our Lord, 

 with the light to find our Lord. 
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Greeting: 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you.

The Gloria – “Holy, Holy, Holy” sing verse two times 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L:   Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, 

C:  You revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of your  

      justice always in our hearts and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your 

      praise and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  

      you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.     

 

First Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12                                                                                       - Kari Mehr 

 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you have 

already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made 

known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive 

my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles 

have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 

gospel. 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the 

working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 

Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 

variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance 

with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in 

boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 

L: The word of the Lord   C: Thanks be to God.                                                 
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Children’s Sermon   

 

Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14 (Lector begins, congregation responds)                                              - Kim Johnson   

 

 L: 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

        and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

C: 2that he may rule your people righteously 

   and the poor with justice; 

L: 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

   and the hills, in righteousness. 

C: 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

   rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

L: 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

   from one generation to another. 

C: 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

   like showers that water the earth. 

L: 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

   and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

C: 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 

   and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  

L: 11May all kings bow down before him, 

   and all the nations do him service. 

C: 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 

   the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 

L: 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 

   and preserves the lives of the needy. 

C: 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 

   and precious is their blood in his sight.  

 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 2nd chapter.   C: Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 2.1-12 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 

found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set 

out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW #307 – “Light Shone in Darkness” 

 

1    Light shone in darkness at the world's creation, bathing in beauty nature's revelation. 

      All that has being, cry in adoration, "Praise for the light. Amen!" 

 

2    Light shone in darkness at the new creation; Christ rose in glory, won for us salvation. 

Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation, praise for the light. Amen! 

 

3 Light shines in darkness till the full creation; Christ's body, groaning, suffers tribulation, 

      longs for God's justice, global transformation, prays for the light. Amen! 

 

Prayers of Intercession – Each petition ends with the following response: 

         L:  Lord in your mercy,   C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

Great Thanksgiving: 

L: The Lord be with you.     C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.          C: We lift them to the Lord. 

      L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C: It is right to give our thanks and prayer. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

      the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 
Communion: We invite you to share the bread and wine/grape juice with one another at home. 
 
Communion Hymn:  ELW #303 – Brightest and Best of the Stars – vs 1, 3 and 4 
 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 

 

3    What shall we give him, in costly devotion? Shall we bring incense and off'rings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 

 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 

 richer by far is the heart's adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 
Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 

 

Dismissal - L: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

                   C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: Good King Wenceslas - Gail Smith 
 
COPYRIGHTS: 

“Bright and Glorious is the Sky”: Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

“Light Shone in Darkness”: Text: Delores Dufner - Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under 

OneLicense.net A7262-18 

Psalm:  Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons. Used by permission of Augsburg/Fortress 
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Thanks to Today’s Worship Leaders:
 
-  Helen Beth Kuhens, Guest Pastor                                                

-  Alpha Roeszler, Piano 

-  Kari Mehr, Lector   

-  Kim Johnson, Psalm Leader                                                                 

-  Tammy Lanaghan, Media Coordination

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WELCOME!  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all people, including 

LGBTQ individuals. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: Our worship leaders will begin broadcasting live from Temple Beth El Synagogue on 

January 10, 2021. (A date has not been set for in-person worship to begin there.) Sunday services continue at 

10 am on Sundays, but will be livestreamed on our YouTube channel instead of Facebook. Here’s the link 

to the YouTube webpage:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Join us on Zoom through the internet or by phone following Sunday worship: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw 

You can also call into this meeting at: 1-301-715-8592; Meeting ID: 874 725 599; Password: 037564 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Kathy Burger (Justin’s grandmother), Kathy Johnson, 

Tierra Nueva Uno in Guatemala, Florence Roholt, Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, the Schuster family, Jerry 

Jacobson, Kermit & Marilyn Jensen, Leah Martell Torkelson, Chris Maki, Avis Twamley, Karla Ware, and 

Charlie Jordan. 

 

ST MARK’S CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Becky Barry, Harvey and Katherine Brudvig, and Byron Bjore 

 

Fargo Conference Prayer: Living Waters Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND – Pastor Dan Dornfield 

 

VACATION: Pastor Joe will be back in the office on Tuesday, January 5. Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens 

will be on call for pastoral emergencies until then. She can be reached at 218.477.0703. 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  Naomi will be out of the office on Monday and Tuesday, January 4-5.  

 
SAVE THE DATE: St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Budget Meeting will be on Sunday, January 24, at 11:15 
a.m.  The link for the zoom meeting will be the same as the coffee hour link above. 
 
LET’S CELEBRATE! We will celebrate our 30th anniversary (1991 – 2021) of becoming an RIC 
congregation on January 24 - RIC Sunday!!  
 
ESTATE SALE: Ruth Denton-Graber is having an estate sale on January 22, 23, and 24. More details to 
follow.    
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail: 417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
 
Contact Us:  Pastor Joe Larson:  Cell: 612.750.5079; Email: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office:  701.235.5591;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpcOutqzIjELNIbn-_fUwAvM2rdj-Gtw
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com


6 

 

 


