
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” Then Herod 
secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.”  -  Matthew 2:1-11 
 
Did you see it? It was in all the news. The “Christmas Star” appeared in the sky earlier this December, with its 
culmination on the 21st, which was also the winter solstice. That evening, I ventured out onto our cold back porch and 
looked at the southern sky. Where I could just barely see the “great conjunction” of the planets Jupiter and Saturn, shining 
brightly side by side. 
 
The two planets regularly pass each other in our solar system, but it’s been nearly 400 years since the planets appeared 
this close to each other, and nearly 800 years since the alignment occurred at night. Was this the same “star” that the magi 
saw two millennia ago? Scientists say probably not. And if we were the magi today, we probably would have missed it. 
Even in Fargo, the city lights are so bright that it’s difficult to see even the brightest stars. 
 
When Charlie and I go to his family’s cabin in Wisconsin, I’m always amazed at the night sky. You get a sense of what 
ancient people started at, before electricity changed our night vision. It makes me think about what other wonders we 
modern Christians miss today. Though, of course, this past year has made all of us slow down and ponder a lot of things. 
The mysteries of life and death. The meaning of love and compassion. The definition of community in the midst of 
isolation and quarantine. 
 
I think a lot of us are longing for the day when things get back to normal. We hope the new year will bring an end to a 
pandemic through effective vaccines. We hope our church can return to worship at Temple Beth El when it’s the right 
time. We long to see one another again. 
 
But I believe it’s important to realize that our faith is not “on hold.” That Christmas still happened this year without all of 
the normal celebrations. That Christ still came among us as a newborn child. That the magi still wander among us looking 
for a star that will give people hope. 
 
I hope you can find comfort in knowing that our community of St. Mark’s is still here. That our mission to be a 
welcoming community is still important. That God still calls us to love one another in whatever way we can. And that we 
must keep on praying and believing even in the face of anxiety and loneliness and fear. 
 
I’ll close with a poem called, “The Risk of Birth: Christmas 1973,” by Madeleine L'Engle (one of my favorite 
storytellers), which speaks about how there is never a “right time” for the miracle of Christmas to happen. Yet God still is 
born among us, even in the midst of all that we face in today’s world. 
 
“This is no time for a child to be born, 
With the earth betrayed by war and hate 
And a comet slashing the sky to warn 
That time runs out and the sun burns 
late. 
 

That was no time for a child to be born, 
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome; 
Honour and truth were trampled by 
scorn– 
Yet here did the Saviour make his 
home. 

When is the time for love to be born? 
The inn is full on the planet earth, 
And by a comet the sky is torn– 
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.”
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Peace to you this Epiphany and prayers for good health in the coming year. Pastor Joe 



MUSIC  
NOTES*  

 
Epiphany brings the images of light 
found in this Danish hymn - #301, 
Bright and Glorious is the Sky, which 
will be the opening hymn on 
Epiphany Sunday, Jan. 3rd.  The 
images are bright, glorious, radiant, 
shining and a star as bright as day.  
These derive from the light brought 
by Christ, the way, the truth, and the 
life, who drew sages to his lowly 
birthplace and whom we come to 
know through the word of God.  
Nikolai Grundtvig wrote this text 
early in his life, at Christmas in 1810, 
as a poem of nineteen stanzas, for 
children based on the gospel for 
epiphany in Matthew 2:1-12.  An 
English version of seven stanzas by 
Jens Christian Aaberg was printed in 
the Danish Hymnal for Church and 
Home in 1927 and modified slightly 
for the American Lutheran Hymnal 
of 1930.  That is the translation used 
in our hymnal, ELW but only six 
stanzas.   
 
Aaberg was born in Denmark but 
came in 1901 to Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, studied in Iowa and was 
ordained in the Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  He 
served churches in Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Minnesota and served on 
several committees that produced 
four hymnals.   
 
The tune, DEJLIG ER DEN HIMMEL 
BLA is said to have been composed 
around 1840 by an old man who had 
never before given himself to 
composition, Jacob Gerhard Meidell.  
He was a Norwegian who lived in 
Denmark.  He was an officer in the 
Danish army until 1816 and then 
worked as a tax controller in 
Copenhagen.   
 
Alpha Roeszler 
Music Director 

*Information from the ELW Hymnal 
Companion,  Augsburg /Fortress 

 
Gospel Readings for 
January 
 
Jan 3: Epiphany 
Matthew 2.1-12 
Revelation of Christ to the rest of the 
earth 
 

Jan 10: Baptism of Our Lord 
Mark 1.4-11  
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
 

Jan 17: Epiphany 2 
John 1.43-51 
The calling of the first disciples 
 

Jan 24: Epiphany 3/RIC Sunday 
Mark 1.14-20 
The calling of the disciples at the sea 

 
Jan 31: Epiphany 4 
Mark 1.21-28 
The healing of one with an unclean spirit 

 
 

Attention Lectors:  
As we begin to livestream our 
worship from the synagogue, we are 
giving you the option to record as 
you have been doing or to read live 
on Sunday mornings.  The worship 
leaders will continue to follow safety 
precautions, but we understand that 
not everyone will be comfortable to 
participate in person. 
 

Attention Singers:  
Would you be interested in helping 
to lead the singing on Sunday 
mornings, as we transition to the 
synagogue? We are still working on 
the logistics of that, but would like 
to have 2 people per Sunday lead 
our online listeners in hymn singing. 
Let Alpha know if you are 
interested…701.234.9449. 

 
Attention Tech Crew: 
Let Pastor Joe know if you would like 
to be trained on operating the 
camera system at the synagogue! 
Pastor Joe, Tara, and Oliver have 
been trained so far. Thanks! 

 
RIC SUNDAY 
January 24, 2021 

         30TH ANNIVERSARY!! 
 
The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
Program is for Lutheran 
communities that publicly welcome 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people. 
 
St. Mark’s will celebrate its 30th year 
as a Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation. Our “Statement of 
Welcome” was approved by the 
organization, Lutherans Concerned 
(now called “ReconcilingWorks”) 
and we were officially recognized as 
an RIC congregation in 1991. 
 
Now in 2021 there are 931 RIC 
congregations and settings across 
the U.S. and Canada and over 350 in 
the process of becoming RIC.  
 

Other RIC Settings in our region: 
 

• Eastern ND Synod of the 
ELCA 

 
• Crossroads Lutheran Campus 

Ministry - NDSU 
 

• Concordia College Campus 
Ministry Commission & Office 
of Ministry, Moorhead, MN 

 

• Family of God Lutheran 
Church, East Grand Forks, MN  

 

• Christus Rex Lutheran Center, 
UND, Grand Forks, ND  

 
ReconcilingWorks remains an active 
organization also in developing LGBT 
resources for churches, providing 
workshops and trainings like 
“Building an Inclusive Church”, and 
advocating for LGBTQ clergy and 
inclusive policies within the ELCA. 
Check out their website at: 
www.reconcilingworks.org 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2020-6&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-6-14/0
http://www.reconcilingworks.org/


 

January  
Calendar 
 

Jan 1: Happy New Year! 
Jan 3: Food Pantry Sunday   
Jan 10: Worship Service broadcast 
begins on You Tube 
Jan 14: Council Meeting, 5:30pm 
Jan 19: Query Book Study, 5:30pm 
Jan 22-24: Graber Estate Sale 
Jan 24: RIC SUNDAY! 
Jan 24: Congregational Meeting, 
11:15am 
Jan 25: Newsletter Articles due 
Jan 28: Newsletter Mailing, 9:30am  
 

Worship: 
January 3: 
Livestream Worship on Facebook: 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church : Fargo 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday. 
 
January 10-31: 
Sunday worship broadcast live at 10 
a.m. on St. Mark’s You Tube 
account.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
 
Recorded service also available 
there and on our website. 
 

“Zoom” Fellowship Hour: 
(Please email the office for the link 
to join fellowship hour – also 
available in Sunday bulletins.) 
Our fellowship time starts about 11 
a.m. each Sunday. 
 

 

 

Worship Service on  
You Tube Starts Soon! 

 
Beginning on January 10 our 
worship service will begin 
broadcasting live on You Tube 
instead of Facebook. St. Mark’s has 
a “channel” on You Tube.  You can 
either use the search box to find it 
or follow this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg 
  
Another option is to “subscribe” to 
that channel.  Once you are a 
subscriber, you would be able to go 
to your channel list to switch to St. 
Mark’s.  You can also set a 
notification up that will let you know 
when St. Mark’s channel has new 
content.   
 
We are planning to send the above 
link out with the weekly email that 
Pastor Joe sends out with the 
bulletin and hymn sheet.   
  
The St. Mark’s website will also 
continue to have the linking button 
for people who use that avenue.   

 
Query  
Book  
Discussion 
 

Query is a monthly book club for 
LGBTQIA+ individuals and friends. 
Our next gathering will be via Zoom 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2020, from 
5:30 to 7:00 pm.   
 
Since the December study was 
cancelled our January selection is 
the same one, “You Should See Me 
in a Crown” by Leah Johnson.  
  
If you have any questions, you are 
welcome to contact Pastor Joe: 
pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
or Tammy: shvetapitha@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

In 
Memoriam 
 

We give thanks for 
the life of Brad 
Graber, 57, who 
passed away on 
December 22, 2020, 
at his home under 

the care of hospice. Brad was a 
lifelong member of St. Mark’s. His 
gentle spirit and compassion 
touched the lives of all who knew 
him. We pray comfort for his family, 
especially his wife, Ruth, and 
children, Sarah and PJ.  
 
His funeral service was held at 
Boulger Funeral Home on Sunday, 
December 27, 2020. A video of the  
service for Brad is on the Boulger 
Funeral Home webpage – 
www.boulgerfuneralhome.com 
 
May God bless his memory among 
us. 

 
ND Human Rights Arts 
Festival Begins 
 
The fourth season of the North 
Dakota Human Rights Arts Festival 
opens Saturday, January 9, 2021, at 
the Plains Art Museum in Fargo. The 
festival will open January 9, 2021, 
and close August 31, 2021. The 
exhibition will be on display at six 
different galleries in North Dakota. 
 
The ND Human Rights Coalition in 
partnership with The Human Family 
are sponsors of this festival. St. 
Mark’s is fortunate to have Sean 
Coffman, Executive Director of The 
Human Family, as a part of Welcome 
Connection and one of our renters! 
The mission of The Human Family is 
to educate, engage and facilitate 
discussion around local and word-
wide human rights topics through 
the work of filmmakers and artists. 
 
 

  

St. Mark’s 

$EMI-ANNUAL  

BUDGET MEETING 

 

January 24, 2021 

11:15 a.m. 

 

On Zoom 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDILvaJR1dSNoaXxjasLhVg
mailto:pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com
mailto:shvetapitha@gmail.com


 
Below are the Site Specific 
Current Needs Lists and their 
drop off locations. Thank you for 
your support! Please contact 
Hannah at:                     
hannahm@churches-united.org 
with any questions regarding 
unlisted items or the donation 
process. 
  
1) Churches United Medical 
Needs 

• Hand Sanitizer (Alcohol 
Free) 

• Cough Syrup (Alcohol 
Free) 

• Tylenol 
• Children's OTC 

Medication 
• Gatorade 
• Cough Drops 
• Hot Packs 
• Cold Packs 

The above items can be dropped 
off directly at Micah's Mission - 
1901 1st Ave N, Moorhead from 
8:00am - 7:00pm every day. 

2) Micah's Mission Needs List 

• Women's Underwear 
• Gloves 
• Diapers Sizes 5 & 6 
• Wipes 
• Shampoo 
• Conditioner 
• Body Wash 

The above items can be dropped 
off directly at Micah's Mission - 
1901 1st Ave N, Moorhead from 
8:00am - 7:00pm every day. 
 

            

 
3) Dorothy Day House Needs 
List 

• Gloves 
• Hats 
• Winter Coats 
• Hand Warmers 
• Sleeping Bags 
• Coveralls 
• Long Johns 
• Hygiene Products 

The above items can be dropped 
off directly at the Dorothy Day 
House - 714 8th St S, Moorhead 
from 11:00am - 2:30pm or 
4:00pm - 6:00pm.  

4) Dorothy Day Food Pantry 
Needs List 

• Tomato Sauce 
• Tomato Products 
• Breakfast Cereals 
• Flour 
• Oil 

The above items can be dropped 
off directly at the Dorothy Day 
Food Pantry - 1308 Main Ave, 
Moorhead on Monday & 
Wednesday from 11:00am - 
4:30pm and Tuesday & Thursday 
from 9:30am - 12:00pm. 

  
5) Bright Sky Apartments 
Needs List 

• Diapers Sizes 3, 5, & 6 
• Wipes 
• Hats 
• Gloves 
• Unopened Household 

Cleaning Supplies 

The above items can be dropped 
off directly at Bright Sky 
Apartments - 3305 3rd Ave N, 
Moorhead every Tuesday & 
Thursday from 2:00pm - 4:00pm. 

 
 

 

“Positive Hearts” 
 
“Postive Hearts” is the new name of 
the former Minnkota Health Project 
for people living with HIV-AIDS. The 
group is currently meeting once a 
month via zoom.  
 
Thanks so much to all of you who 
bought gifts for the members of the 
group. We sent the presents to 11 
households in this region and all 
were delivered by Christmas! 

 
Weather-Related  
Announcements 
 
In case of inclement weather the 
Pastor will cancel by 7:00 a.m. for 
Sunday Worship. WDAY will be 
notified. The cancellation will also 
be on the St. Mark’s website and 
Facebook page. 
 

Amazon Smile 
 
If you are shopping on Amazon 
Smile, you can also benefit our 
church. Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price to St. Mark’s if 
you use the following link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-
0236174 
                    Thank You!! 

 
 

 
Graber Estate Sale 
 
Ruth Denton-Graber will hold an 
Estate Sale on January 22, 23, and 
24, 2021. 
 
Please watch for more details to 
come! 

 

CHURCHES UNITED CURRENT NEEDS LIST 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0236174


 

EPIPHANY  
 
“The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration 
of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is 
proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to 
Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed 
in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the 
good news of God’s love to all people.” (Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons Day Texts) 

 

 

           

 

 

We are children of God sent out to be beacons of Christ’s light. 

Share the good news of God’s love for all people. 
 
 


