
Chapter Four: Stereotyping Judaism 
The Misunderstood Jew The Amy-Jill Levine 
 
Levine’s thesis: Some Christian theologians, Christian scholars, and Christian pastors have 
made Jesus a progressive, liberating, egalitarian, and social-justice advocating man of peace, 
at the expense of Judaism. 
----------------------------------- 
Themes: 
 

1. General theme--Jesus vs the Jews (for example, Gospel of John). “The Jews” implies 
something monolithic. 

Response:  A reality often ignored is the diversity within early Judaism: a diversity of beliefs and 
practices. There were at least four Jewish movements that reflect radical disagreement among 
the Jews of Jesus’ day: Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes, and Zealots. 
 

2. Jesus’ easier way vs. the burden of the law of Moses.  
Response: Jews traditionally have not found the law burdensome.  
 

3. Jesus the peaceful messiah vs. the warrior messiah of Judaism. 
Response: Given the diversity within Judaism during Jesus’ day, there was no single view of the 
messiah other than the conviction, for those Jews who believed in a messiah, that his coming 
would manifestly change the world. (Keep in mind: then as now, not all Jews believe in a 
personal messiah.)  One can find warlike images of Jesus (Matt. 10:34/Luke 22:38). Myth of Old 
Testament God of War vs. New Testament God of Peace (See the book of Revelation) 
 

4. Jesus the liberator vs. the Temple system of domination that oppressed the poor and 
women. 

The case of the poor widow who contributes all that she has to live on.  
Response: The New Testament itself does not describe the Temple as a “domination system” 
that exploits the poor. Jesus and his family ,and later Paul, participate in the Temple system. 
 

5. Jesus the feminist vs. women-hating Jewish culture. Jesus speaks to the Samaritan 
woman at the well. 

Response: One can find misogynistic and anti-misogynistic rabbis in the Talmud. One can find 
the same mixture of in the Christian tradition. In Jesus’ day, just as Jesus spoke with women in 
public, so did other Jewish men. What do we know about the Samaritan woman? None of 
Jesus’ disciples are women. The question of divorce and the welfare of women. Jesus’ view 
versus a Torah-based view. 
 

6. The parable of the good Samaritan—and the evil priest and Levite. 
Response: Priests and Levites could be compassionate, & not all Samaritans were saints. 
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