
1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fourth Sunday in Lent  —  March 22, 2020 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who during this season of Lent 
   gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.       
   Let us confess our sin, and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor. 
 

L:  God of journeys and questions and longings, 
C: We wander in the wilderness of our lives.  We turn inward, afraid of the world  
      around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do  
 so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward 
 the future, where your forgiveness is sure and your love overflows. Amen. 
 

L:  Like a person wandering along a dark path, God gives us light to see our way. 
 Like a stream in the desert, God gives us water when we are thirsty. 
 Like someone overwhelmed by grief or despair, God gives us life in the midst of death. 
 During your Lenten journey, remember this promise: for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ,  

God forgives you all your sin and cherishes you as a beloved child.   C:  Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn: ELW #742 – “What Friend We Have in Jesus” 
What a friend we have in Jesus,  
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
Greeting 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of  
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.       
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, O Christ, and come among us. 
C: By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness  
 of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign  
 with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 41:8-10  
8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 9 you whom 
I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I 
have chosen you and not cast you off”; 10 do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 
 

L: The word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 23 (read responsively): 
 1The LORD| is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R  
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-11, 14 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of the light 
is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them…. 14for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
  L: The word of the Lord    C: Thanks be to God.  
  
L:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter (John 9:1-9).  C:  Glory, to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading:  1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 
came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am the man.”                      L:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW #779 – “Amazing Grace”  

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come; 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

 
Prayers of Intercession     L:  Lord in your mercy   C: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing & Dismissal  
L:  Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:     
 
THANK YOU for joining us online for worship this morning!  St. Mark’s is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a Reconciling in Christ congregation—welcoming all 
people, including LGBTQ individuals. 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: We have canceled worship services at Temple Beth El until at least the end of March.  
Services will continue online on Sundays at 10 a.m. via Facebook during this period. 
 
OFFERINGS: Please continue to send in your offerings as you are able. Our address is: St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 417 Main Avenue, Ste #401, Fargo, ND 58103. You can also donate online on our website at: 
www.stmarkslutheranfargo.com/donate.html. You can do a one-time gift or register for monthly deductions 
from your credit card or bank account. 
 
Your PRAYERS ARE INVITED for the sick: Matuor Dot Alier and family, Patti Pranke (Alpha’s sister), 
Jerry Jacobson (Mel’s brother), Leah Martell Torkelson, Amanda Vivier and family, Chris Maki, Dona Jordan, 
Viola Ware, The Parriott Family, Brad Graber, Avis Twamley, and Karla Ware.  
 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: Bill and Alpha Roeszler; Peter, Julia, Lara, Emma, and Tania Schott.  
Fargo Conference Prayer List: Zion Lutheran Church, Harwood, ND: Pastor Natalie Carlson 
 
FLOWERS: We are collecting donations for the flower fund to purchase plants, palms, and flowers for  
Palm Sunday/Easter.  In the event we don’t have those services in the church building, we will use these funds 
for other celebratory services. Thank you! 
 
 
 
CANCELLATIONS: 
• March 25, April 1, and April 8 – Worship at Churches United (Micah’s Mission)  
• April 10 - Good Friday Joint Service  
• April 26 – Temple Beth El’s “Taste of Jewish Tradition” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Office/Mail:  417 Main Avenue, Ste. #401, Fargo, ND 58103 
Worship Site: Temple Beth El Synagogue, 809 11th Avenue S., Fargo, ND 58103  
 
Contact Us: 
Pastor Joe Larson: Cell:  612.750.5079;  Email: pastorjoe@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
Church Office: 701.235.5591 or 701.552.3988;  Email: admin@stmarkslutheranfargo.com 
 
 
Psalm: Reprinted from Psalter for Worship, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of 1517 Media. 
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