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A Glimpse of Hope
Then Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.”
— Luke 21:29-31

Last weekend, I decided to put up some holiday lights on the tree at the front of our house. It’s a lovely Asian ornamental
tree that was planted by the previous owner. Every April, it explodes with gorgeous pink blooms.
So, I found the box I had stored in the garage with the lights from last year, which are pretty old and (I have to admit) look
a little pathetic. As I put them on the tree, I noticed that there were tightly-closed leaf buds on the branches. Not opening
yet, of course. But they are there, ready to endure a months-long North Dakota winter, until warm weather returns next
spring.
When I read this passage from Luke, I was reminded of those dormant tree buds. In many ways, our faith is like those buds.
Sometimes we wait with hopeful hearts for things that we are not sure will ever take place.
But God has planted buds of hope within us. Hope for a better world. Hope for an end to hatred. Hope for sufficient food
and housing for all. Hope for a caring community that welcomes immigrants. Hope for a welcoming Church that opens
wide its doors to LGBTQIA individuals.
This Advent is a time for hope. Hope is something we need today. I get excited whenever I get a glimpse of hope,
especially when it’s unexpected.
I got a glimpse of hope a few weeks ago, when I heard that Ruth Buffalo had been elected as the first Native American
woman to serve as a Democratic state legislator here in North Dakota. Ruth is actually one of our renters in our office space
at the Irv Rustad center. I also felt hopeful when Ruth spoke at our joint Thanksgiving service at Golden Ridge Lutheran.
I got a glimpse of hope when I was at Churches United’s Bright Sky Apartment last week. It was the second Tuesday of
working on our new mosaic there. A little girl who lives there came to help glue tiles on a board, working with one of our
adult volunteers. Later, her mother joined her. Together they worked on a section of mosaic houses, and didn’t want to stop
at the end of the afternoon.
I got a glimpse of hope when I saw a couple of new faces at our worship service a few weeks ago. And I felt even more
hopeful when I saw them return on the following Sundays.
I get a glimpse of hope within our St. Mark’s community every week. I hope you can see that hope, too. I hope you tell
others what is happening here. That people can find hope and acceptance and love in this place. As Jesus once said, “When
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.”
I hope to see you at St. Mark’s this Advent. Come and get a glimpse of the hope we share.

Pastor Joe

DECEMBER SCHEDULE

ADVENT SUNDAY MORNING SERIES
ON IMMIGRATION CONCERNS

USHERS
2: Charlie Jordan
9: Stan Franek & Amelia
Gaddie
16: Brian Buteyn
23: Bill Roeszler
24: Open (Christmas Eve)
30: Stan Franek

LECTORS/CANTORS
2: Cindy Roholt/Ensemble
9: Becky Barry - both
16: Open/Brian Buteyn &
Charlie Jordan
23: Helen Beth Kuhens/Adam
Johnston
24: TBA
30: Brian Buteyn/Tammy
Lanaghan

One of the themes of the Advent season is the displacement and
vulnerability of Jesus’ family. In Luke’s Gospel, Joseph and Mary
(very late in her pregnancy) are required by governmental
decree to travel from Nazareth of Galilee to Bethlehem
of Judea—a distance of nearly 100 miles. In Matthew’s Gospel,
Jesus’ family is warned of Herod’s death threat through a dream,
and is forced to flee as refugees to Egypt, a foreign land.
Immigration has become a much-discussed issue in our society
and Church. As a welcoming congregation, many of us wonder
what we can do to make a difference for New Americans and
immigrants in our state and nation. To help us think about these
issues, we have invited three speakers from our local community
to talk about their own stories and experiences related to this
topic.


December 2: Fauzia Haider is a physician and serves on the
board for The Center for Interfaith Projects, and the steering
committee for Sanford Health Ministries. She is a member of
the Islamic Society of Fargo/Moorhead.



December 9: Darci Asche is the Director of Development
and Program Coordinator at the New American Consortium
for Wellness and Empowerment in Fargo.



December 16: Laetitia Mizero Hellerud is the former Program
Director of New Americans Program at Lutheran Social
Services of North Dakota. Currently, she does a variety of
consulting work, and is author of Being at Home in the World:
Cross-Cultural Leadership Lessons to Guide Your Journey.

ALTAR GUILD
2:
9:
16:
23:
24:
30:

Maxine Fagerland
Elna Solvang
Naomi Franek
Tammy Lanaghan
Mary Jane Haugen
Naomi Franek

BREAD BAKERS
2: Helen Beth Kuhens
9: Linda Graf
16: Linda Graf
23: Helen Beth Kuhens
24: Tammy Lanaghan
30: Open

Each Sunday session will start at 9 a.m. in the lounge in our Prairie
St. John’s chapel building. We hope you will join us for this
informative series.

DATES TO
REMEMBER
Dec 2: Food Pantry Sunday
Dec 2: Immigration Series, 9 am
Dec 4: Mosaic, 2-5 pm
Dec 5: Service at CUFH, 6 pm
Dec 9: Immigration Series, 9 am
Dec 11: Mosaic
Dec 12: Service at CUFH, 6 pm
Dec 13: Church Council, 6 pm
Dec 16: Immigration Series, 9 am
Dec 18: Mosaic, 2-5 pm
Dec 19: Service at CUFH, 6 pm
Dec 24: Christmas Eve, 5 pm
Dec 25: CUFH Christmas Service,
10 am
Jan 3: Newsletter Mailing
Jan 5: Epiphany Party, 2-5 pm

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SCHEDULE
December 24 at 5 p.m. :
This Christmas Eve service is
a family-friendly service of
Lessons & Carols with a
special Children’s Sermon.
Holy Communion will also be
celebrated. Join us at the
th

Chapel, 355 6 Ave. So.,
Fargo.

December 25:
We are planning a morning
worship service at Churches
United for the Homeless on
Christmas Day. All are
welcome to join us there at

1901 1st Avenue North in
Moorhead. Time: 10 a.m.

Arc of Justice Awards
Presented

MUSIC NOTES*
People Look East, #248 is a
hymn that we rarely sing but
known to most. It is chosen to
be sung as a choir anthem on
December 2nd which begins our
Advent season. It was written by
Eleanor Farjeon and first
appeared in the Oxford Book of
Carols in 1928. Rich imagery is
evident in the text with words as
‘Love as Guest, Rose, Star, and
Lord is on the way and sets
every peak and valley
humming.’

Congratulations to the “Arc of
Justice” Award winners for 2018:
Pastor Joe Larson, Christopher
Hagen, and the Water Protector
Legal Collective. The awards are
given by the ND Human Rights
Coalition to individuals or
organizations for their ongoing
support and fight for human
rights and social justice in North
Dakota. The awards were
presented at the ND Human
Rights Summit on November 20,
2018, in Fargo, ND.
Pictured above are Pastor Joe
and Christopher Hagen.

New Church Directory:
Save the Dates…
Almost seven years have passed
since our last church pictorial
directory was published! We
have confirmed the dates with
Lifetouch to take pictures on
JANUARY 15 and 16, 2019, for a
new church directory. The times
will be 2 – 9 p.m. each day.
Scheduling starts in Decembermore details to follow soon!
We will need volunteers on the
days of picture-taking to help
check people in. Want to help?
Contact the church office at
701.235.5591. Thanks much!

A Christmas Carol Ring and
Sing-Along
Don’t miss this annual concert
presented by the F-M Area
Music Club and the Red River
Valley Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists. Musicians
include the BELLissimo Handbell
Choir, Noteables Women’s
Chorus, Organists from the RRVAGO, and Instrumentalists.
The concert is 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, December 3, 2018, at
First Presbyterian Church, 650 2nd
Avenue North, Fargo.

Eleanor Farjeon was a musician,
poet, and writer from a literary
and musical family and is best
known for Morning Has Broken,
#556. She was very shy and
thus educated at home,
surrounded by her books and
her vivid imagination. Her
brother, Harry, contributed the
tune for one of her texts. Both of
them wrote children’s plays,
nursery rhymes and singing
games.

(Donations will go to the Food
Pantry and Music Scholarships.)

The tune used for this hymn is
BESANCON which is a French
carol and named for a city in
eastern France where it
originated. It was first published
in 1871, used for “Shepherds,
shake off your drowsy sleep.” It
was later rearranged and
published in Carols for Today:
Jubilate Hymns of 1986.

Dec 9 –Advent 2:
Luke 3.1-6
Prepare the way of the Lord
A widow’s generosity reveals the
hypocrisy of the scribes

By Alpha Roeszler
Music Director

Dec 23 – Advent 4:
Luke 1.39-45
Blessed are you among women

*Excerpts from ELW Hymnal
Companion

Special Music
So many songs, so little time…
We are a singing congregation
and are blessed with many
talented musicians. Please
consider sharing your gift of
song during this Advent and
Christmas Season.

Gospel Readings
for December
Dec 2 – Advent 1:
Luke 21.25-36
Be alert for the coming of the
Son of Man

Dec 16 – Advent 3:
Luke 3.7-18
One more powerful is coming,
baptizing with fire

Dec 24-25 – Christmas:
Luke 2.1-20
God with us
Dec 30 – Christmas 1:
Luke 2.41-52
The boy Jesus increased in
wisdom, and in divine and
human favor

Worship in the Dining Room…
We invite you to be a part of the Advent Services at Churches United for the Homeless starting onWednesday,
December 5, 2018, at 5:45 p.m. The order of worship looks like this – on paper, at least!
Introduction
Invitation to Worship
Prayer
Singing
Bible story (i.e., enactment,
puppet show, interactive activity)

Singing
Holy Communion
Singing
Benediction

The dining room is an unusual setting, but you will be surprised how the Spirit of God is moving around, amidst the
clanking of trays, the visiting around the tables, and announcements from the kitchen!
Here’s a few of my favorite moments:
“You mean, we get to choose some of the songs?”
“Are you coming back next week?” says an enthusiastic 9 yr. old.
“You want me to play Jesus?” says a young man. (Sure, we say.) “Cool!” he says, “a Black Jesus.”
“Thanks for coming,” says a guest who sat alone and never looked up from his tray.
“I LOVE Jesus,” says a child, grinning at us from ear to ear, gluing his craft project.
“Who wants to play, Moses?” A 3 yr. old girl answers the call with, “I will!” So, she climbed up
Mt. Sinai (step ladder) and came down with the 10 commandments (the styrofoam version).
I hope you can join us for one or all of our Advent services! If not, keep us in prayer. Thanks, Naomi

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
You are invited to purchase poinsettia plants for the sanctuary for Christmas. The
plants will cost $10.00 each. The deadline to order through the church is Wednesday,
December 12.
Please send a check payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church with your order to the
Church office, or place your check and order form in the offering plate on Sunday.
Call the church office with any questions, 235-5591.
Name _____________________________________Phone___________________________
In Memory of _______________________________________________________________
In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________
_____________I wish to leave my plant at church.
_____________I wish to pick up my plant. (Please pick up anytime after the Christmas
Eve Service.)
_____________OTHER

Kroshus-Schmidt
Wedding
Congratulations to newlymarried Haley Kroshus and
Ryu Schmidt! Their beautiful
wedding ceremony was on
October 28, 2018, at the
Sanctuary Events Center (the
former St. Mark’s building)
with Pastor Joe presiding.
Best wishes to you, Haley and
Ryu Kroshus!

Join us for an
Epiphany Party!
Saturday, January 5,
2-5 p.m.
at the home of
Pastor Joe & Charlie,
429 Valley Avenue, Moorhead,
MN.
No gifts, please.
We will be collecting
new gloves & mittens for
Churches United for the
Homeless.

Thank you, volunteers, at Churches United on November 2, 2018.
Serving up the spaghetti supper were (left to right) Mary Jane Haugen,
Charlie Jordan, Phoenix Leiseth, Jon Leiseth, Tara Jensen, Linda Graf,
Linda Hamann, and Maxine Fagerland. (Pastor Joe took the photograph.)

We were honored to have Ruth
Buffalo give the reflection at the
Community Thanksgiving Service
at Golden Ridge Lutheran Church
on November 20, 2018. She
shared many stories of her life
growing up on the reservation and
the strong values she learned in
her family. Our thanks to Golden
Ridge for hosting the event this
year!

The mosaic for Bright Sky
apartments is off to a great start!
KVRR local news has already
done a story on it. Pictured here is
one of 6 panels. You can see the
design drawn on the plywood
board – colors to be used are
written in with marker. Join in the
fun on Tuesdays from 2-5 p.m..

